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n the present operational environment, the Atlantic Alliance

2020 has been affected by an unprecedented and multidimensional crisis which changed not

is dealing with demanding challenges and multidimensional

only citizens‘ way of life and the global economy but also international security. Allied Armed

adaptation. Multinational CIMIC Group (MNCG) exercises a

forces are playing a vital role in support of national authorities to cope with COVID-19 pandemic.

flexible and holistic approach, by acting accordingly to NATO
requirements.

The Multinational CIMIC Group did its part since the first moments of the emergency, both in
Italy, preparing logistical structures ready to move in a very short period of time, contributing

MNCG lines of development are to enhance its capabilities and

with means and materials to support units engaged in the emergency, guaranteeing convoys

to keep training, exercising and operating at advanced levels of

to Civil Protection, organizing a blood donation in coordination with the local volunteer

complexity.

association and, last but not least, moving medical staff in support of National Health System

The “Jointness” and the “Multinationality“of the MNCG have
been and will be preserved, improved and refined as a reference
pole for civil-military cooperation within the Atlantic Alliance.
Lessons identified/learned, training/exercise experiences and
know how gained on the filed,, will be carefully stored to avoid

and Drive Through Facilities, and in operational environments too, supporting local population
and authorities to face the pandemic with means and capabilities.
We proved that CIMIC Operators, not only kept operating incessantly overseas, from the Balkans
to the Middle East, but also have responded with courage and readiness to the needs came out
by an unparalleled emergency in recent decades.

the repetition of mistakes and develop best practices.

This book is the Multinational CIMIC Group story in 2020 and I hope you can enjoy the reading.

In recent years, MNCG has developed strong training capabilities

Milites civisque alacriter.

and has become a well-regarded centre to deliver quality CIMIC

									

training opportunities. This effort will continue in the future and
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will be carried out with the purpose of improving interoperability,
active collaboration and the ability to be a flexible and ready
resource for the Alliance.
MNCG preserves the capability and readiness to operate across
the full spectrum of operations and continues to support the
NATO Force Structure and the NATO Command Structure in all
exercises and operational activities with CIMIC capabilities.
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Different Uniforms Same Values.

I

n 1997, following the peace support

of Greece (letter of Intent in 2002),

of Intent as well and in 2009 the

operations in the Balkans area, NATO

Hungary (letter of Intent in 2003) and

“CIMIC Group South” denomination

recognized the need for a civil-military

Portugal (letter of Intent in 2003).

was changed to “Multinational CIMIC

cooperation capability to interface with
the civil environment and facilitate
the accomplishment of its mission.





NATO decided to
create a specialized unit solely
responsible for civil-military
cooperation. Italy took in the
demand for this specialized
unit and promoted, as framework
Nation, the creation of the “CIMIC
Group South” (CGS) in Motta di
Livenza - Italy.

In 2004 the MoU (Memorandum
of Understanding) was signed by
the representatives of the four
Participating Nations:
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, in the
presence of a representative of
SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters
Allied Powers Europe).

2003

 

2005

MNCG HQ
reached the FOC.
Since 2006 CIMIC Operators deployed in
Afghanistan and Lebanon.
Romania signed the letter of intent.

2007







In 2009 the “CIMIC
Group South” denomination was changed into
“Multinational CIMIC Group”.
This modification was approved by the Participating Nations,
and reflected in the new Memorandum of Understanding, signed
by SHAPE and by National Military Representatives of
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Portugal and Romania.

In March 2012 the MNCG was
officially affiliated to SHAPE.
In the same year the Combat Readiness
Evaluation (CREVAL) was successfully completed
by the MNCG.

Since 2015
EUNAVFORMED
“Sophia Operation”
Since 2015
“MIBIL”
Italian Bilateral Mission in Lebanon
Since 2015
Italian Military Support Base Gibuti.

2010

2014

MNCG

2004

the

Memorandum

of

Understanding (MoU) was signed by the
representatives of the four Participating

Consequently, NATO decided to create

Nations: Greece, Hungary, Italy, Portugal,

a specialized unit solely responsible for

in the presence of a representative

civil–military cooperation. Italy took In

from SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters

the demand for this specialized unit

Allied Power in Europe).In 2005 CGS

and promoted, as framework Nation,

was a NATO-assigned Force to SACEUR

the creation of the “CIMIC Group

(Supreme Allied Commander Europe).

South”(CGS) in Motta di Livenza, on 1st
January 2002 with the participation


In

In 2006 Romania signed the letter

Group”. Finally, in March 2012, the
MNCG

was

officially

affiliated

to

SHAPE and in 2014 Slovenia joined
the structure by signing the MoU.

MISSION

M

NCG is a dedicated CIMIC capability that supports
the chain of command to which it will be assigned
during operations – from Joint HQ (Operational level)

down to Brigade Command (Tactical level) – to enhance the
effectiveness of military operations and to serve as an essential
forum for CIMIC consultations and as Centre of expertise for

Council mandate.

During operations, CIMIC will contribute to achieving
the military end state by performing the three core
functions: civil-military liaison, support to the force and

CIMIC related matters. MNCG depends from a Coordinating

support to non-military actors and the civil environment.

Committee which is made up of a Chairman, a Secretary and the

As part of the assigned mission, MNCG is to:

representatives from the 6 Partner Nations. The Coordinating
Committee is the main multinational body for guidance,
oversight and decisions on all matters concerning MNCG.
The MNCG could be tasked to operate in the following
environments:

•
•

“Different uniforms
same values
”

•

Organizations, under the United Nations Security

•
•
•

Operations under Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty;
Multinational Crisis Response Operations and Crisis
Response Operations, as well as Stabilization Operations
led by NATO, UN, OSCE, EU, Coalitions or other International

•

provide an essential military capacity;
improve day-to-day multinational co-operation and
training;
achieve mutual reinforcement of CIMIC qualities (i.e.
language skills) and CIMIC capabilities (i.e. negotiation
skills);
optimise operational efficiency and limit costs.

OPERATIONS

M

NCG are deployed in several parts of the
world. Deployments include Balkans area with
Kosovo, East and Middle East with Lebanon and

Afghanistan, Africa with Somalia, Djibouti and Niger.
MNCG

soldiers

are

also

deployed

within

unique capability called Remote CIMIC Support (RCS).
Remote CIMIC Support is the ability to support CIMIC
units,

deployed

in

military

operations,

from

the

Motherland. This support is reflected in the analysis of

the

the civil dimension of the Area of Interest, through a

framework of EUNAVFORMED – Operation Sophia (in

pool of experts included CIMIC Functional Specialists

RomeHQs) and Operation ALTHEA (in Naples HQs).

(CFS) and Subject Matter Experts (SME) from industries,

MNCG is also capable of deploying Mobile Training Team
(MTT) when a country requests support in term of doctrine
and education. Actually MTTs have been deployed to
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iraq, Lebanon, Portugal, Ukraine,
Turkey and the USA. The unit is also called to support
the Italian homeland security operation named “Strade
Sicure” Multinational CIMIC Group has, in addition, a

universities and other agencies whose knowledge
and expertise is spanning across all CIMIC areas of
interest. This support is guaranteed by CIMIC operators
trained over the years, through courses, tutorials and
continuous deployments in Theatres of Operations.Rac
multord itatque demus il tate nonsulemus consultum
aurnum

demussi

gnotia

det

omnicae

et

veres.

EDUCATIONAL

M

NCG provides CIMIC training and education at the Operational
and Tactical levels for military personnel and civilians, to
enhance the CIMIC capabilities of Multinational CIMIC Group

•
•

IOs/NGOs/GOs personnel;
Other Civ. personnel with a vested interest in CIMIC issues.

Multinational CIMIC Group uses to perform the so called virtuous cycle,

soldiers, participating nations representatives, cooperating nations

to ensure a high quality standard training and a continuous tailoring

members and other organizations personnel interested in the matter.

of the training and educational contents to the evolving scenarios

MNCG run training and educational activities, both individual and
collective. The educational bid includes 8 courses that can be accessed
by both military and civilian personnel, from Participant Nations
and other nationalities. Courses are delivered by subject matter
experts and experienced instructors at Multinational CIMIC Group
and comprise formal lectures, panel discussions and syndicate work.
The courses are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CIMIC Functional Specialist Course (CFSC);
NATO CIMIC Field Worker Course (NCFWC) & NATO CIMIC Staff
Worker Course (NCSWC);
Female Engagement Team Course (FET);
CIMIC Liaison Course (CLC);
Intercultural Mediator Course (ICMC);
Mission Pre-Deployment Training Course (MPDTC);
CIMIC Tactical Operator Course (CTOC).

MN CIMIC Group courses are generally open, with different priorities
and percentages to:

•
•
•

MNCG personnel / MNCG participating Nations Mil. & Civ. Personnel
deployed to Operational Theatres;
MNCG personnel / MNCG participating Nations Mil. & Civ. Personnel;
NATO Mil. & personnel;

and challenges. The process begins with the CIMIC training aimed to
building up both the individual and the collective CIMIC capability. This
is achieved through the several residential courses developed within the
MNCG annual educational bid, as well as through the collective training
and exercises, as well as with the continuous involvement of Non-Military
Actors. Once the training is completed, the individual is considered
to be ready to be deployed overseas, as part of a military operation. A
military operation is a good test where to practice and measure, for real,
the training achieved and to identify possible gaps. At the end of the
operation or after the rotation, CIMIC personnel, returning to the barracks,
are interviewed, to gather the observations and best practices resulting
from their experience. All the observations are collected, analyzed and
translated into the process of the lessons identified and lessons learned.
Once the process is completed, all these experiences, best practices
and lessons learned are used to tailor the training and education of
future CIMIC personnel.
The strength of the MNCG is the ability to take full advantage of the
experiences and lessons learned gained during deployment and
transferring them into the education and training. MNCG is also the
custodian of the ACO manual 86-1-1, listing all the NATO CIMIC TTPs.

CONTACTS WITH EX TERNAL ENTITIES

T

he MNCG has strong interactions with

Group (EUBG) with the Italian CIMIC Unit.

of merit of the Army), Motta di Livenza

external military and civil entities,

The

contacts

(decorated with bronze medal to military

ranging over from different Centres

with

associations,

valour and cross of war), Oderzo (decorated

of Excellence, some of these located in the

organizations and media, not only for

with a cross of war), Conegliano (decorated

USA, Canada, The Netherlands and Italy.

representative or convivial activities, but

with a cross of military valour), Cessalto,

also by involving some representatives of

Chiarano,

the aforementioned bodies in the internal

Monticano, Mansué, Maserada, Meduna di

courses, as role players, to have an output

Livenza, Ormelle, Ponte di Piave, Povegliano,

closer to reality in favor of the students.

Portobuffolé and St. Stino di Livenza.

In addition, IOs/NGOs representatives are

The Multinational CIMIC Group has also

participating as mentors and Subject Matter

established two “Memorandum of Working

Experts on the MNCG annual exercises.

Agreements” (MoWA) with the University

The

awareness

of Trieste (2017) and Verona (2019) for

institution

collaboration

Among them, MNCG provides support to
the Stability & Reconstruction course at the
Post Conflict Operation Study Centre (Turin),
to the CIMIC training for US Civil Affairs &
USMA (US Military Academy in West Point),
to the CIMIC Module inside the action plan
of “The 5+5 Defense Initiative”, to the LUISS
University Summer School, to the Peace
Support Training Centre (Canada), to the
Forward Project with the University of Siena,
to the NATO School of Oberammergau
(NSO), to the Centre of Excellence for
Stability Police Unit (CoESPU) in Vicenza.
In addition, Multinational CIMIC Group
contributes annually to support Joint Rapid
Reaction Force (JRRF) and European Battle

on

MNCG

has

local

aim
the

beyond

continuous

authorities,

is

to

potential
the

enhance
of

proper

the

military

Fossalta

and

di

Piave,

mutual

Gorgo

support

al

in

sphere.

civil-military research, development and

An example of the strong links with

teaching. In particular, the Memorandums

the territory is also symbolized by the

set the conditions for an increasingly close

participation of 16 gonfalons (heraldic flags)

osmotic confrontation between experts and

in the Change of Command Ceremony. The

trainers, guaranteed by the constant and

16 banners represent the cities of Vittorio

genuine sharing of the expertise acquired

Veneto (decorated with gold medal for

in their respective fields of employment.

military valour, cross of war and cross

GOOD NEWS FOR THE NEW YEAR

CIMIC PROJECTS IN KOSOVO

CIMIC activities never stop in Lebanon

Multinational CIMIC Group Operators work for promoting health and culture in the Balkan region.

Shama (Lebanon), January 08.

T

he CIMIC projects carried out by

took place few weeks ago. This work aims

SHA’B , the supply of a 300Kw generator

the Italian Contingent in Lebanon

to ensure the constant use of drinking

was

continue at a rapid pace, in the

water to all homes in the municipality.

continuity of energy flow. The project was

wake of the results previously achieved.
The

numerous

activities,

carried

out

A few days later in the town of ALMA ASH

inaugurated

in

order

to

ensure

carried out thanks to a careful monitoring
activity carried out by the Tactical Cimic

thanks to the valuable support of the

Team (TCT), a unit employed by the CIMIC

specialists of the CIMIC branch, under

branch of the Joint Task Force Lebanon

the

coming

(JTF-L) Sector West, which also deals with

Group

liaison and assessment tasks. In addition,

represent

in the municipality of BINT JUBAYL, the

an important objective also in 2020.

donation of medical equipment to treat

UNIFIL

from
of
For

the

Motta

Contingent,
Multinational

di

instance,

Livenza
in

the

and
CIMIC

(Italy)

municipality

of

RUMAYSH, a town about 30 kilometers
from Shama, the inaugural ceremony of the
project to supply and build a photovoltaic
system for the management of water

A

fter

Peje (Kosovo), January 22.
the

re-opening

the same day, another CIMIC

Infrastructures,

of the schools for the

donation of two ECG machines

Instruction are the pillars of

winter

was

the CIMIC mission in Kosovo.

holidays,

the

Regional Command West (RCW) with the support of its CIMIC
team, performed the donations
of

physics

interethnic

instruments
school

to

“Gezim

Hamza Piktori” of Orahovac,
to implement and modernize
the school’s physics laboratory.

of

completed
the

local

health

renovation

to

improve

personnel and the skills of the
local

university

students

of

of all ethnicity and religions

local

authorities

activities in the health field are so far the

attended the event; immediately

and

politicians

most important among those conducted

after the donation pupils, exited

participated to the

by

by the new tools, made same

donations, among

physics experiments with the

them the Director

new

of

Instruction

and

Sanitation.

and

military

cooperation.

equipment

under

the

direction of the physic teacherIn

the

capabilities of the sanitarian

local hospital in December 2019. The

civil

center.

program of the health center’s

Approximately

students

favor

The ECG machines are part of a

35 patients on dialysis took place at the

450

in

nursing.

Several

All
in

projects
close

the

local

the

aim

health

are

and

developed

coordination

with

institution,

with

to

contribute

in

developing the region socioeconomic

environment.

T

CIMIC QUICK IMPACT PROJECT IN SOMALIA

CIMIC QUICK IMPACT PROJECTS IN LEBANON

A new project in support of Somali population

The UNIFIL endeavor towards fostering good relations with the local populace continues

Mogadiscio, January 18.

UNIFIL,

in

its

in

24

different

Municipalities

find

more

easily

Industrial Development Organization) is

good relations with the local

These gifts were purchased in

The

project

will

responsible for the entire logistics and

populace,

South Lebanon by the Italian

support part. CEFA (European Committee

quick

for Training and Agriculture) will instead

During the Winter Break from

organized the training course for 10 Somali
Custodial Corp Guards on duty at the
central prison in Mogadishu, aimed at
acquiring the ability to build hives for honey.

secondary

opportunities.
have

namely

a
to

nonequip

the prison administration with a form
of

self-funding

some

aims to create professional figures in specific

to

work sectors with the highest demand on

self-financing

increasingly developing throughout Somalia.

also

impact,

The project, which is innovative for is typology,

the market. In fact, beekeeping sector is

job

through

of

the

materials

allow

the

prison
their

the

sale

produced

administration
own

of
and
to

initiatives.

The course, which started on 18 January
and will end on 30 January, foresees

the participation of UNIDO and CEFA.

activities,

Specifically,

Multinational CIMIC Group Operators,

prisoners

A

which, once released, will be able to

of

train

gifts to the children of schools

Coordination

in

composed

to

Military

This

and

aims

decided to distribute almost 4,000

he CIMIC cell of IT-NSE, deployed
Somalia

project

Shama (Lebanon), January 07.

s a main part of its Civil-

UNIDO

(United

Nations

take care of the training part. IT-NSE’s CIMIC
cell was responsible to coordinate the two
organizations and, in addiction, provided
all the materials and equipment for the
construction of the hives, which will be
donated to the Prison at the end of the course.

endeavor

towards
invests
impact

fostering
in

various
projects.

(Christians,

Shia

peacekeepers

or

and

Sunni).

donated

by

Slovenian and Italians donors.

Lebanese Schools, officers and

The gifts were distributed from

soldiers of the Ghanaian, Irish,

16th

Italian,

and

different ceremonies all over the

Slovenian contingents, voluntarily

Sector West Area of Operation.

Malaysian,

Polish

to

28th

December,

in

TACTICAL PLANNING COURSE AT MNCG

CIMIC OPERATORS TEACH AT THE UNIVERSITY

The UNIFIL endeavor towards fostering good relations with the local populace continues

Motta di Livenza (TV), January 24.

F

rom 13 th to 24 th January 2020 a tactical

and

the

planning course has been conducted

the

Operations

by CJ35 Instructor sin favor of CIMIC

Operators. In particular the course was based
on an ad hoc educational architecture which
allows Officers and Warrant Officers from
MNCG HQ and CIMIC Battalion to meet
the annual support required by NRDC-ITA
HQ, Friuli Division and Aqui Division HQs in
giving CIMIC contribution to the planning
and conducting phases of NATO Exercises.
Lectures

and

on

experiences

the

practical

parts
of

were

MNCG

built

Soldiers

best

practices
and

coming

former

from

Exercises.

The course gave the opportunity to increase
CIMIC Operators knowledges and practical
skills through Tactical planning Teams (TPTs)
work as well as better experience the CIMIC
Subject Matter Expert (SME) job at tactical/
operational level from a staff perspective.
The subjects covered moved from the NATO
CIMIC Policy and Doctrine to the Cross Cutting
Topics, from the Information Management
to the Decision Making Process (DMP).

Arezzo (AR), January 17.

O

n 17 January 2020 CIMIC Subject

methodologies, the criticalities and the

radicalization

Matter

from

strategies related to the communication

of the Cultural Diversity Management.

Group,

and Inter-cultural mediation in support

conducted a seminar in the prestigious

of civil-military cooperation in mission.

Experts,

Multinational

coming
CIMIC

venue of the Inter-cultural Communication
University of Siena, located in Arezzo (Italy).
CIMIC Operators have been called to teach
the students, attending the Formation
Course for the mediation and security, the

and

effective

strategies
integration

in

order

and

to

to

support

prevent

framework

Ministry of the Education, of the University
and of the

community-based

the

The event, sponsored by the Italian

The aim of the course is to form
develop

within

Research, confirmed the

relationships

of

the

Italian

the

Universities with the Multinational CIMIC

Islamic

Group in terms of expertise-sharing.

O

n

10

February

2020

the visit of the Italian
Defense

Committee

took place at the Italian Military
Support Base (BMIS) "Amedeo
Gulliet"
The

based

delegation

in
was

Djibouti.
led

by

ITALIAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE VISITS THE BASE IN DJIBOUTI

A CIMIC UPDATE FROM UNIFIL MISSION

The Defense Committee delegation from the House of Deputies visited the CIMIC cell at
the Amedeo Guillet' Military Base in Djibouti.

CIMIC donations support local communities in south Lebanon

Paolo Ferrari and Nicola Carè.
The

visit

allowed

the

parliamentarians to learn about
the activities of the base and
of the CIMIC Cell (civil-military
cooperation) that operates in this
small state located at a strategic

President Gianluca Rizzo and

crossroads

also composed of the honorable

communication lines that from

members

Tondo,

the Mediterranean are directed,

Matteo Perego Di Cremnago,

through the Suez Canal, to the

Giovanni Luca

Persian Gulf, South East Asia,

Alberto

Renzo

Pagani,

Aresta,
Roberto

Djibouti, February 10.

South

for

Africa

the

and

maritime

vice

versa.

The

the

effective liaison structure with

possibilities to know the projects

the Local Authorities and the

and

on

main civil agencies (International

by CIMIC operators. The cell is

Organizations, Non-governmental

composed by soldiers from the

Organizations and Governmental

Multinational CIMIC

Organizations)

joint

parliamentarians
the

activities

and

located
national
training

had

carried

Group, a

multinational

in

Motta

excellence
of

CIMIC

di

unit,

Livenza,
for

the

operators.

The cell also carries out liaison
activities,

maintaining

an

Djiboutian

present

territory.

on

the

Moreover

the cell facilitates the exchange
of

information

by

facilitating

dialogue and relations between
local government representatives,
civil agencies and local leaders.

Shama, February.

With the country’s banks continuing to

To face the situation during the wintertime,

Development Program (UNDP) and the Word

impose capital controls, which have severely

UNIFIL

Food

restricted people’s ability to access their

Italy, Ghana, Ireland, Poland, Malesia and

meetings to identity ways forward in assessing

money, Lebanon's socioeconomic situation

Republic of South Korea, donated medicines

impact of the crises on communities. Between

appears to be rapidly deteriorating. The

and delivered clothes and shoes following

their

capital controls imposed by the country’s

several requests from publics and private

operators regularly carry out various activities

banking sector have exacerbated an already

associations. The donations were delivered

in support of the host communities, which

difficult economic situation that has seen

directly to municipalities, charity organizations

– together with their operational activities

significant layoffs, the reduction of working

and schools In recent days, mayors and other

– have helped keep calm in the Mission’s

hours and high price volatility. On top of all

stakeholders continued to express concern

area of operation for over 14 years.In the

of that, the country is facing rising prices for

about the declining economy and their inability

immediate aftermath of the 2006 conflict,

staple goods such as food, fuel and medicine.

to assist vulnerable populations. Due to this

the focus of UNIFIL projects was primarily on

fact, Multinational CIMIC Group operators

access to basic services, particularly water and

and other UN agencies such as United Nation

electricity, as well as rehabilitation of roads and

As a result, the activity of the UNIFIL mission
has increased during the past weeks in the
security management. In the south of the
country where the Italian contingent is
located, Lieutenant Colonel Matteo Mineo,
a civil-military cooperation operator from
Multinational CIMIC Group explained that “the
nature of the projects had changed too. Such
projects with a more immediate impact as the
distribution of medicine, or even clothing, are
increasingly requested by the population that,
in some areas, has also demanded food delivery”.

Sector

West

peacekeepers

from

Program

core

(WFP)

held

peacekeeping

coordination

duties,

MNCG

related social infrastructure. Thereafter, UNIFIL
diversified the projects it funds to include
support to civil society and capacity-building
initiatives. Following UNIFIL’s strategic review
in 2012, the Mission also utilizes CIMIC QIPs
as an essential tool to maintain and enhance
the engagement of the central authorities in
southern Lebanon through their involvement
in implementation of projects that address the
basic needs of the local population in the area.

ARRC DELEGATION VISITS THE CIMIC GROUP

THE MEMORY OF GIOVANNI PEZZULO IS STILL ALIVE

The Allied Rapid Reaction Corps in Motta di Livenza to discuss about Civil-Military
Interactions

The CIMIC Operator was killed in 2008 in Afghanistan by the Talibans

A

multinational delegation from the British-led Civil Military Interaction

Motta di Livenza, February 13th 2020.

T

Motta di Livenza, February 13.
his morning the Giovanni

Group. The flags’ square, the most

commemoration ceremony in the

It gives us the opportunity to

Pezzulo’s commemoration

important place in a Barracks,

presence of the family members

come together and reflect on the

ceremony

place

has been named in the honor of

of Giovanni Pezzulo.

volatility of life and the essence of

at the "Mario Fiore" barracks,

the Second Lieutenant Giovanni

civilian, after visiting the infrastructure of "Mario Fiore" barracks, took part in

Multinational

Group

Pezzulo. Every day, his example

a briefing during which the MNCG tasks were explained and the potentialities

headquarters. On February 13,

of cou rage and merit is present

of the unit has been highlighted. In particular, the focus has been on the

2008, Warrant Officer Giovanni

with all of us, while we sing our

international collaborations conducted by the CIMIC Group, on the operations

Pezzulo, belonging to the CIMIC

national anthem. “

where CIMIC operators are deployed and on the support that the MNCG

Group South,

guarantees within NATO. The visit, therefore, was an opportunity to establish

firefight claimed by the Taliban

and increase relations in the spirit of the Atlantic Alliance and to exchange

about 60 kilometers from Kabul,

views on the planning and conduct of CMI operations, according to the NATO

in the town of Rudbar,

concept of the Comprehensive Approach.

during

branch of the Allied Rapid Reaction Corps, located in Innsworth, UK,
paid a visit to the MNCG as part of the "ARRCADE LIAISON 20" exercise.

The delegation, led by General Brown Richard, made up by 10 military and one

a

took
CIMIC

was killed in a

civil-military

cooperation activity. The
WO

was

part

of

Task

Force Surobi and arrived
in

Afghanistan

on

3

December 2007
“We’ve
this
an

assembled

square

which

important

in
has

value

for us, soldiers of the
Multinational

CIMIC

Colonel

Vitali

concluded

the

ceremony by emphasizing the
important role of soldiers’ families
in choosing to support those who
are currently serving the nation

With these words the Commander

or decide to enlist, aware of the

of the Multinational CIMIC Group,

risks and sacrifices related to the

Colonel Luca Vitali began the

essence to be a soldier:
"It is said that no one
dies on earth as long as
he lives in the heart of
those who remain and
Giovanni

is

still

here

with us. Every year we
respect
by

his

memory

commemorating

him as today. Second
Lieutenant Pezzulo has
done and continues to
do

something

great.

being military. There is no doubt
that this will always be his second
home."

INAUGURATION OF THE NEW “NATIONS’ CLUB”

MNCG VISITING THE PORTOGUESE CIMIC UNIT
Multinational CIMIC Group delegation has been hosted by Portuguese Army Staff.

The renewal works have been concluded and the club is ready to be used again.

Oeiras (Portugal), February, 6.

O

n February 6th, the meeting under the tactical control of the Joint Command for Operations.
between the Commanders Multinational CIMIC Group for the During the meeting the General
of the Multinational CIMIC NATO Response Force (NRF) 2020. confirmed the intention to continue

Group, Colonel Luca Vitali, with the
personnel of the Portuguese CIMIC
Unit took place in Oeiras, Portugal.
During the visit to the unit, the
training activities carried out by
the Portuguese NRF personnel
were explained and discussed,
moreover a CIMIC Centre

At the end of the visit, Colonel
Vitali has been received by the
Commander of the Portuguese
Joint Command for Operations,
General Marco Antonio Mendes
Paulino

SERRONHA,

the

Commander of the Portuguese

the

prolific

collaboration

with

Teams) which the MNCG annually
provides to the CIMIC Unit, and
in terms of training & education
with the exchange of experts in
the field of civil-military

quality reached by the

within the Atlantic Alliance.

Portuguese

The

The Adaptive Interaction

aim of the meeting was

Exercise, to be held next

to show the job done,

June,

in

conducted by the MNCG,

organized

and

and preparation, by the

will

Portuguese CIMIC Unit

moment of collaboration

to the MNCG delegation.

between the two nations.

The Portuguese CIMIC
Unit is, in fact, placed

Group Commander with the
“Mario Fiore” Barracks.

well, to support exercises

readiness

by the Multinational CIMIC

through the MTTs (Mobile Training

the high standards of

of

been inaugurated today

presence of units’ delegations of

cooperation and staff, as

term

T

he new “Nations' Club” has

the MNCG in terms of mentoring,

was set up to present

Unit.

Motta di Livenza, February 19.

represent

a

further

months works.
During the short ceremony the
Commander, Colonel Luca Vitali,
underlined

the

importance

to have a working, smart and
efficient club in which civil and

Pool, soccer tables, TV room and

military personnel can spend

vending machines are available

relaxing moments to feel the

for all personnel to enjoy free

barracks not only a place where

time. The new locals look like

solely work but as a “broader

modern and elegant after three

family’s house”.

I WORLD WAR CONFERENCE AT MN CIMIC GROUP

UNIFIL: CIMIC PROJECTS AND SKILLS

The National Infantry Association gave a historical lecture at “Mario Fiore” Barracks.

Sector West in Lebanon. CIMIC in support of local population facing the Coronavirus outbreak.

Motta di Livenza, February 21.

A

conference about the First World War

moments of the IWW, underlining curiosities

has been held by the “National Infantry

and stories about soldiers’ lives in trenches.

Association”, section of Treviso, in

Relics and historic objects have been showed

favor of Multinational CIMIC Group Soldiers

and explained to the audience; moreover

in order to valorise the historical period

a very interesting and emotional video has

which has conducted to modern society

been projected with the aim to expound

and

about

the atrocities and the difficulties that the

the soldiers’ deeds made from 1914 to 1918.

first part of XX century’s society suffered

The speakers retraced the most important

during and after the worldwide conflict.

to

emphasize

the

sensibility

Shama (Lebanon), March 24.

S

ector

West

CIMIC

Cell

donated

a

of Coronavirus after the donation” noting

prefabricated room to Bint Jbeil Public

that “the patient would arrive into this room

Hospital in order to use it for receiving

without entering the hospital’s emergency

and checking suspected cases of Coronavirus.

room, and will be examined by specialist

Hospital head, Dr. Tawfiq Faraj, thanked
the UNIFIL Unit for its “generous gesture,”
appreciating the idea to support the hospital
and the people living in that area. The
doctor added that

“Bint Jbeil Hospital has

become ready to receive suspected cases

in there.” A delegate of the World Health
Organization, the Ministry of Health and
Multinational CIMIC Group operators visited
the hospital, inspected its readiness and
completed preparations in implementation
of the Lebanese Ministry of Health's plan

to limit the spread of the Coronavirus.

UNIFIL: CIMIC PROJECTS AND SKILLS
were donated to Starting from January, activities in the health sector and school

O

Shama (Lebanon), March 2020.
ver 500 health activities, 77 donations, 20

UNIFIL and the communities in which the

public works inaugurations, more than

mission operates. Personnel from these

230 activities with the municipalities:

units play a key role in liaising with local

these are the data of the hard work carried out by

authorities and communities on behalf

the CIMIC (Civil-Military Coordination) structure

of the Mission as well as undertaking

of the Joint Task Force Lebanon - Sector West

a range of activities to support the

in the first three months under the command

population in the areas of responsibility.

of the ITA “Grenadiers of Sardinia” Brigade.

several hospital have increased and, in order to meet the needs of the population
and

clinics

support

to in the most deprived areas, it has been organized and coordinated
the a donation plan for clothes and shoes (from donors of different

treatment

of

hundreds

of

patients. During
the whole winter
period,

around

4000 toys were
distributed in the

Several CIMIC activities, managed by an

UNIFIL attaches great importance to relations

public

schools

international branch led by Multinational

with the local population among whom the

of

various

CIMIC Group Subject Matter Experts, have

peacekeepers operate. There are several facets

municipalities,

been performed in the past three months.

succeeding,

Since December, a photo-voltaic system

in

to this relationship: these include informing
the people of south Lebanon about UNIFIL’s
mandate and activities, providing or facilitating
assistance, respecting local culture and customs
and concerns, participating in community events
and ensuring minimum disturbance to normal
daily life from UNIFIL’s operations in the area.
To this end, interactions with the communities
are

regularly

conducted

at

every

level.

was created in the small town of Rumaysh
to guarantee the supply of drinking water
not only to the municipality but also
to neighboring settlements. A 300 Kw
generator was installed in the village of
Alma As Shab to ensure the continuity of
electricity. In the municipality of Ramyah,
street lighting was guaranteed by the

Civil Affairs and Civil Military Cooperation (CIMIC)

inauguration

Operators are the main interface between

panels light systems. Medical equipments

of

several

photo-voltaic

a

and

varied
complex

territory

such

as the Lebanese
one,

to

bring

all the children nationalities) in favor of 20 municipalities in the Area of Operation.
together

in

a

single

great

atmosphere
of

happiness

Due

to

the

worsening

food

situation

in

several

municipalities, since February, the CIMIC Operators in close
cooperation
of

activities

with
in

World
order

Food
to

Program

support

planned

Lebanese

a

series

populations.

CIMIC OPERATORS RAMP UP SUPPORT TO THE LEBANESE POPULATION IN FIGHTING COVID-19

COORDINATING COMMITTEE MET TOGETHER

Multinational CIMIC Group specialists provide local communities with medical equipments her supplies in south Lebanon.

Hungary cedes the Presidency of the Committee to Italy for the next two years.

Shama (Lebanon), April 14.

Motta di Livenza (Italy), April 1.

T

I

the

event was particularly important, not only for

Hungary, and will be represented by the Air

meeting between the Multinational

the topics that were addressed, starting from

Force General who currently works as deputy

CIMIC

Participating

the training of NATO Response Force (NRF)

chief of the 3rd Department of Defense Staff.

Nations, took place on 1st April 2020 with the

asset to the budget, passing through the

The MNCG Commander, Colonel Luca Vitali,

presence of all national representatives from

morale & welfare to the logistic and operational

after thanking all the national representatives

supplies available at our disposal. In this context, Multinational CIMIC

Greece, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, Romania and

capabilities of the unit, but also because,

for their availability, took stock of the situation

Group specialists detached under the UNIFIL Sector West command

Slovenia. The meeting, initially put at risk by

during the meeting, the virtual handover

related to unity, future developments and

provided communities with medical equipment and other supplies

the ongoing Covid-19 health emergency, was

between the Major General Sandor and

tomorrow's

civil-military

carried out several projects within Sector West area of responsibility,

instead held by video-conference, confirming

Brigadier General Argieri as chairmanship of

cooperation function within the regiment

in response to requests from hospitals to be able to receive suspected

the strong desire of the member states to

the committee took place. Italy, in fact, for the

and outlining future and possible scenarios.

COVID-19 cases. In the framework of these ongoing UNIFIL supports,

meet, discuss and carry out the projects in

next two years, will have the presidency of the

Next Coordinating Committee will take place

and following a meeting between the hospital director and Sector West

favor of the Multinational CIMIC Group. The

committee, taking over responsibilities from

in Rome from 20th to 22nd of October 2020.

Commander Brigadier General Diego Fulco, a pre-fab container was

he

Coordinating
Group

Committee,

(MNCG)

challenges

for

.

n line with UNIFIL’s efforts to assist the host population in the

in the common fight against the COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic.

common fight against COVID-19 Coronavirus in south Lebanon,

All the CIMIC specialists deployed in Lebanon are militaries from the

UNIFIL troop contributing countries have been taking initiatives

Multinational CIMIC Group, a joint and multinational unit, located

aimed at providing communities with medical equipment and other

in Motta di Livenza, national center of excellence for CIMIC training.

donated to the Hospital of Bint Jbeil to be used as a triage area outside
the medical facility to host potential COVID-19 patients. The partnership
with the hospital was strengthened further on 30 March with the
donation of three medical equipment, including one Truscope Classic
(Portable Patient Monitor with digital technology) for the haematology
department and one SE-1201 Standard ECG machine for the cardiology
department. The third batch of the donation included Mindray
Haematology BC 5150. Currently, Multinational CIMIC Group Operators
are working on a request from Tibnin Hospital. These donations are part
of UNIFIL’s broader effort to assist the local populi tion and communities

CIMIC OPERATORS AND SOLIDARITY

CIMIC OPERATORS WORK RELENTLESSLY TO PREVENT SPREAD OF COVID-19

Multinational CIMIC Group launched a program to donate blood in coordination with the Italian Blood
Voluteers Association.

Multinational CIMIC Group specialists support the Lebanese population to curb COVID-19 spread with
several donations of medical equipment and suppliesVoluteers Association.

Motta di Livenza, April 15.

O

Motta di Livenza, April 15.
.

n April 15, 2020, the Multinational CIMIC Group (MNCG) launched

situations of need. "An emergency into another emergency", the head

a program, in coordination with the Italian Blood Voluteers

of the Civil Protection Angelo Borrelli defined it in recent days, in line

Association (AVIS) of Motta di Livenza (Treviso), in order to

with what reported by the president of the national AVIS Gianpietro

donate blood with the aim to help in implementing the low reserves of

Briola, reiterated that "... donations can be made in safety by following

the blood bank. MNCG soldiers respond to the appeal on the significant

the precautions valid for the general population to avoid contagion ...

D

decrease in donors during this period of pandemic emergency. CIMIC

". "... We are in the forefront also with gestures such as the donation of

operators joined the initiative with enthusiasm and sincere civic sense

blood, especially in moments not as simple as what we are experiencing

in order to concretely help others. The initiative is part of the many other

...” said the commander of the Multinational CIMIC Group, Colonel Luca

activities planned to face the COVID-19 emergency. The unit has, in

Vitali. The enthusiastic participation in the initiative is part of a lasting

fact, made available logistical and operational assets ready to respond

collaboration between the local communities and the Multinational

to the eventuality. Blood donations in Veneto, already in crisis before

CIMIC Group to promote the importance of healthy lifestyles, culture and

the current health emergency, as reported by AVIS Regional President,

solidarity in the Treviso area. Actively contributing to the achievement

Dr. Giorgio Brunello, suffered

of

a noble purpose such

meet 2019-nCoV clinical and/or epidemiological

a drastic decrease with the

as that of saving lives

criteria to check their positivity to the virus. The

Mission’s robust precautionary measures in

evolution of the pandemic,

represents

true

supplies delivered in Tibnin and in Bint Jubeyl

place, since the beginning of the COVID-19

probably

the

essence of the men

the previous week were funded through the

outbreak, in order to prevent the virus spread.

fear of contracting the virus

and women of the

Mission’s quick impact project (QIP), which seeks

UNIFIL supports seek to improve capabilities

or the lack of information

Multinational

CIMIC

to address some of the most pressing needs of

and enhance efforts to prevent the spread

about the possibility of being

Group, today still and

the population and support local authorities

of the highly infectious virus. All the CIMIC

able to go to the transfusion

increasingly

more

while strengthening links between UNIFIL and

specialists deployed in Lebanon are militaries

centers, despite the Ministry

alongside citizens and

local communities. The strong bond between

from the Multinational CIMIC Group, a joint and

of Health has confirmed that

serving the country.

Italy and Lebanon has been underlined in the

multinational unit, located in Motta di Livenza,

past days by the Mayor of Tyre who wanted to

national center of excellence for CIMIC training.

caused

by

blood donation is among the

the

onations from Multinational CIMIC Group specialists -detached

illuminate the city tower

under the UNIFIL Sector West command- continued the past

with the colors of the flags

week with various medical and personal protective equipment

of the two nations as a

handed to the communities in south Lebanon in the collective efforts to

sign of solidarity and unity

contain the spread of the COVID-19 Coronavirus. The Italian peacekeepers

between the two peoples in

from the Multinational CIMIC Group handed out those life-saving

the common fight against

items at the Bint Jubeyl and Tibnin main medical facilities. During the

Coronavirus COVID-19. The

last donation in Tibnin, in south-western Lebanon, representatives of

ongoing

the main public hospital received a new RT-PCR Diagnostic Panel to

CIMIC specialists support

test the qualitative detection of nucleic acid from the 2019-nCoV in

to the local communities

upper and lower respiratory specimens collected from individuals who

is

Multinational

matched

by

the

THE MNCG AGAINST COVID-19

SANIFICATION ACTIVITY AT CIMIC BARRACKS

Multinational CIMIC Group launched a program to donate blood in coordination with the Italian Blood Voluteers Association.

Disinfection at Multinational CIMIC Group in order to eliminate the possible presence of the pathogen Covid-19.

Motta di Livenza, May 15.

Motta di Livenza, May 12.

D

uring

the

period,

we

pandemic

has been working since the first

Civil

a

and national authorities for the

been

moments

of

emergency,

blood donation in coordination

collective benefits... We are proud

used to watch on TV many

preparing

logistical

structures

with the local blood volunteer

of its presence in our territory!", said

doctors,

ready to move in a very short

association and not least moving

the Councillor Pierpaolo Tonon

doctors

period

a medical officer to one of the

of Motta di Livenza Municipality.

scenes

of

slumped

have

exhausted
on

desks;

of

the

time,

contributing

Protection,

organizing

D

isinfection

square

the "Mario Fiore" barracks

meters. This disinfection

have been hosting personnel

CIMIC

a wider program of

procedure was necessary

from the six Participating

provisions,

in

order

to

possible

Group

in

eliminate

the

presence

the

pathogen

the masks on their faces, always

pandemic, Piemonte, in this case

The

sanification

facing the epidemic on the front

in the COVID Department of the

line, in a "war" that brought the

Hospital of Salluzzo (Cuneo). The

Italian health system into a very

CIMIC (civil-military cooperation)

hard period. In this context, there

Operators, not only continue to

have

varied

operate incessantly abroad, from

supports that the Italian Army has

the Balkans to the Middle East,

provided to the country system

but also have responded with

and in particular from hospital,

courage and readiness to the

care, medical and nursing point

needs came out by an unparalleled

of view. From medical to logistical

emergency in recent decades.

personnel,

from

and

technical

to

sanitization, the Armed Force has

with means and materials to

made its substantial contribution

support soldiers engaged in the

to

the

transport of the bodies in the

Coronavirus.

hardest moments, guaranteeing

fighting

battle

and

against

winning

The Multinational CIMIC Group

trucks

for

any

eventuality

to

"...

The

Multinational

CIMIC

Group, led by Colonel Luca Vitali,
confirms,

for

all

intents

and

purposes, to be a unit in support
of the population and always in
continuous cooperation with local

from
of

Italian areas most affected by the

many

contagion
Covid-19,

showing the red marks left by

been

at

Multinational

is

part

area

readily

of

applied to guarantee

the

Covid-19

a healthy environment

of

of

the

of

order

8,400

to

eliminate

Nations, coming from Greece,

possible

presence

Italy,

the

pathogen

on

Portugal,

Romania,

Slovenia and Hungary. Among

and protect the health

the surfaces inside the

the

premises and offices of "Mario

of

premises. A functional

therefore, there was also

Fiore" barracks, Headquarters

relying on an internal

and

of the Multinational CIMIC

regulation protocol, in

therefore, to work in safe

the NATO-affiliated Head

Group, led by Colonel Luca,

addition to the disposals of

took place on 28 April 2020.

the Italian Prime Minister's

The activity, which is part of

decree of 11 March 2020.

the measures put in place

The sanification, carried out

to contain and reduce the

by the soldiers specialized in

CIMIC

Operators,

disinfection and belonging
to the “Comando Operativo
della

Forze

Terrestri

di

Supporto”, served to disinfect
forty rooms for a total surface

basic

activity,

environments from a health
point of view in a period
marked

by

an

important

epidemiological emergency.
Since 2002, the premises of

sanitized

premises,

Quarters, which represents
a worldwide reference and

consultation center for the
civil-military
operational

cooperation
function.

COVID-19 TAMPONS TO EMBANK THE PANDEMIC.

SOMALIA: CIMIC ACTIVITIES BENEFICIAL TO THE POPULATION
Shama, Lebanon, June.

I

n recent weeks, the G9 cell, operating
in the Sector West in Lebanon, under
the United Nations mandate, donated

medical

equipment

for

individual

protection (gloves, masks, sanitation gel)

T

Mogadishu, Somalia, June.
.
he Italian military Contingent employed

Governmental

in the Mission in Somalia as a Support

protective masks, gloves, sanitizing liquid,

Elements, conducted, in recent days,

infrared thermometers and water jerry can to

a “special operation” by delivering personal

be used to create hand washing stations, in

protection devices and health equipment

order to increase personal protection measures

for the prevention of the spread-out of

and thus mitigating the spread of the virus

the

COVID-19

disease,

to

the

Internally

Displaced Persons (IDPs) camps located in

organization),

include

face

The project in support of the population
was enabled though the liaison activity

in favor of SHAMA municipality at UNP 2-3

the surrounding areas of the Somali capita

base. This project was developed to help the

The delivery ceremony took place inside the

up with specialist from the Multinational

highlighted the willingness of the Italian

municipality's population in containing

International Campus, Headquarters of the

CIMIC Group, the sole Italian unit owning this

contingent to continue to contribute, with

the spread of the COVID-19 virus. The

European Union Training Mission Somalia

capability across the Italian defence forces.

available resources, to the development of

Mayor thanked the National Contingent

(EUTM-S), attended by the Mission Force

for the work, highlighting the continuous

Commander,

and professional presence in the territory.

De Sio, the Commander of AMISOM (African

Brigadier

General

Antonello

Mission in Somalia) Sector 1 - CONTICO, Brig
Richard Otto and the Commander of the
Italian National Support Element (IT-NSE),
Lieutenant Colonel Licio DETTORI along with
representatives of the AMISOM CIMIC cell
The equipment, purchased through funds
provided by the CARITAS Somalia NGO (Non-

carried out by the IT-NSE CIMIC cell, made

During

his

speech,

Lt.

Col.

DETTORI

other projects that can provide a concrete
support to the Somalia stabilization process.

HONORED THE MEMORY OF MAJOR FIORE

CIMIC FOR LEBANESE DIDACTICS

A short but intense ceremony to remember the deeds of the Engineer Officer death during the IWW

Motta di Livenza, June 17.

O

Bint Jubayl, Lebanon, June.

remember the deeds of a hero

I

to whom the soldiers of the

Bint Jubayl orphanage. This project aims to

Multinational CIMIC Group are

improve teaching through the use of IT tools.

n 17 June 2020 a short

and Spresiano, and whose task

very prepared Austro-Hungarian

his grave recalls at the entrance

ceremony has been held

was to strengthen the defensive

assault troops, Mario Fiore did not

to

to

Mario

works of the railway levee from

hesitate to intervene in person to

Fiore to whom the Multinational

Spresiano to Ponte della Priula, in

eliminate the threat posed by a

CIMIC

is

an area on the edge of the bloody

section of machine guns infiltrated

Commander,

fighting and subjected of sporadic

near the Italian line; He launched

cannon

sub-guns

himself to the attack along with his

carried out by enemy aircrafts

men, but was stopped by a deadly

honor
Group

named.

The

the

Deputy

the

Combat

Major

barracks

Commander
Sergeant

and
Major

were the only present during
the ceremony because of the
restriction related to COVID-19

shots

and

The standstill situation ceases
abruptly

on

the

morning

of

June 15, 1918, when the Austro-

Mario Fiore was born in Naples

Hungarian

in 1875 and began his military

the assault and within few hours

career with the royal army with

overwhelmed all defenses in the

the rank of Captain, participating

area from Giavera del Montello to

in

in

Nervesa della Battaglia. The 79th

Libya in 1911-12. In 1918, he was a

Engineers Battalion was called up

superior officer of the Engineers

to halt the advance with troops

Corps and the Commander of the

unprepared for infantry combat.

the

Italian-Turkish

war

79th Engineers Battalion, whose
headquarters were established at
“Casa Rossi”, between Visnadello

infantrymen

began

On 17th June 1918, at around 3 pm,
after two days of bitter fighting,
dismissing the advances of the

close-range barrage fire that killed
him on the spot. In the following
days, his soldiers, driven by the
example of their Commander,
would not withdraw from the
position, deserving a quote in the
war bulletin of June 21, 1918: “The
79th battalion, fighting alongside
the Infantry, once again confirmed
the spirit of sacrifice and the
value of the Engineers Corps.
Mario Fiore was awarded with
the highest reward to the military
valor, as the plaque indicating

the

cemetery

of

Camalò.

Colonel Luca Vitali wanted to

inspired by the timeless values
of courage and example. Mario
Fiore

was

awarded

with

the

highest reward to the military
valor, as the plaque indicating
his grave recalls at the entrance
to

the

Colonel

cemetery
Luca

of

Camalò.

Vitali

wanted

to remember the deeds of a
hero to whom the soldiers of
the Multinational CIMIC Group
are

inspired

by

the

timeless

values of courage and example..

n recent weeks, the G9 cell, operating in
the Sector West in Lebanon, under the
mandate of the United Nations, has made

the donation of computer equipment to the

The

director

thanked
their

the

work,

friendship
Italian

of

the

National

orphanage

Contingent

highlighting
and

military

the

presence
towards

the

for

lasting
of

the

institute.

DONATION OF PPE IN SOUTH LEBANON

FIRST E-LEARNING FET COURSE
Kafra, Lebanon, June.

I

n recent weeks, the G9 cell, operating in
the Sector West in Lebanon, under the
United Nations mandate, donated medical

equipment for individual protection (gloves,
masks,

sanitation

municipality.
to

help

the

This

gel)

in

project

municipality's

favor
was

of

Kafra

developed

population

in

containing the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
The Mayor thanked the National Contingent
for the work, highlighting the continuous
and professional presence in the territory.

Motta di Livenza, June.

F

rom 22 June to 26 June 2020 Through
the

Female

communication

and Matter Experts of the Unit and had learned in theoretic lectures,

Engagement negotiation lessons, as well as external

Team (FET) Course has been on gender perspective, students such

run by the Multinational CIMIC Group have

developed

the

collaborators,
as

Lebanese

necessary Professor Ranà Khawand

Operators in favor of the Italian, skills to gain the trust of the - Gender Policy Developer
Great Britain, Portuguese Army local

population,

interacting for the Women Training

and civil environment personnel. mainly with female, in order to Centre
The course, carried out entirely in
English and structured according
to

the

learned
after
by

lessons
achieved

the

the

and

during

and

experiences

CIMIC

deployed

identified

in

missions

was the first one organized and
conducted

with

E-LEARNING

mode, because of the COVID-19
pandemic restrictions, with the
aim of providing the fundamental

United

a cooperative and collaborative lectures on "Gender in
environment,

necessary

to Health Emergencies and

achieve the mission's objectives. Exercise”, "Women’s Role

while specialized and qualified Subject

abroad,

the

create the conditions to achieve Nations - who gave some

gained The teaching staff were made up of

Operators

of

in

Arabic

Culture"

and

“Gender violence as a weapon of replicating some possible scenarios
war”. The other guest speaker, in which a Female Engagement
Dr. Anna Vanzan, expert in Iran Team might find itself operating.
and Islam culture and editor for
“Afriche&Orienti” magazine, gave
a lecture about Afghan women History and Cultural Awareness.

To

date, about 2000 students,

civilians and military, Italian and
foreign,

have

attended

courses,

testifying

a

CIMIC

level

of

knowledge and skills to work in a

The course, in addition to the education,

team, in order to be able to interact

lessons, gave to the 52 participants needs of those who face the

with women in a given crisis area.

the opportunity to test through changing
different

role-plays

what

they today's

responding
challenges

operational

to
of

the
the

scenarios.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES THANKED THE CIMIC

THE CIMIC FOR THE ORPHANS OF DJBOUTI
Motta di Livenza, June 25.

T

Djibouti, July.
Djibouti Ministry of Health on social distances.

in this difficult period when the general

orphanage "Daryel", the donation ceremony

During the ceremony, the director thanked

attention of the Government, International

of 40 baby’s chairs took place, in the presence

all the Italian Contingent and especially the

and

of the Commander of the BMIS (Italian Military

Multinational CIMIC Group operators, for their

mainly aimed at the attempt to combat the

between the MNCG and the municipal administration

Support Base), Col. Michele Chiedi. The event,

closeness and interest in the structure and all

pandemic spread from COVID-19, forgiving,

as well as with other local authorities and associations.

which involved the facility's management

the vulnerable groups in Djiboutian territory.

unfortunately, other needs and structures,

staff, represented by the Director of the

In addition, she stressed the importance

such as that in support to vulnerable groups,

orphanage, Mrs Safia Mahamoud Hadhi, took

of the dedicated support for the "Daryel"

specifically orphans present in the facility.

place in accordance with the directives of the

orphanage, both in the past and, in particular,

of the Regiment, as representative of all the men and

the words of the Mayor, thanked the Multinational

women belonging to the Multinational CIMIC Group,

CIMIC Group (MNCG), and other operational realities

thanked for the tribute given to the unit and wanted

of the territory that worked incessantly and in great synergy

to highlight the intense and fruitful collaboration

during the quarantine period due to the coVID-19 epidemic.
"... Realities that affect the world of volunteering, law
enforcement and armed forces, health, school and social,

The Multinational CIMIC Group had been working from

have made a joint effort, as in one large family, working

the first moments of the emergency, preparing logistical

in the sole goal of safeguarding the citizen..." This is how

structures ready to move in a very short period of time,

Alessandro Righi, first citizen of the town, began his

contributing with means and materials to support soldiers

speech during the thanksgiving evening dedicated to the

engaged in the transport of the bodies in the hardest

main actors of the lockdown period
Piazza Luzzatti, the heart Motta di
Livenza, welcomed representatives
of the institutions,
the

world

military,

of

associations,

health

coming

and

together

the
in

a

single big virtual embrace: a strong
gesture of the municipality to pay
tribute to those who worked for
the safety and health of citizens.
Colonel

Luca

Vitali,

Commander

I

pouponnière

he city of Motta di Livenza and all its citizens, through

moments, guaranteeing to the civil
protection trucks for any eventuality,
organizing an extraordinary donation
of blood in coordination with the
blood

volunteers

association

of

Motta of Livenza and, finally, sending
medical personnel to one of the
Italian areas most affected by the
pandemic, Piemonte, in the COVID
Department (Internal Medicine) of
the

Hospital

of

Salluzzo

(Cuneo).

n

recent

weeks,

at

the

Non-Governmental

organizations,

is

CONTAMINATED SURVIVAL CONCLUDED

WARMER WINTERS FOR TIBNIN CHILDREN
La Comina,July 3.

T

he complex and current crisis scenarios

by actors and specialists of the MNCG.

do not always allow us to operate
in

totally

permissive

The aim of the "Contaminated Survival 2020"

environments.

was therefore to establish and maintain

Multinational CIMIC Group (MNCG) soldiers

full and effective cooperation between the

trained in a highly realistic setting from

deployed military force and the population,

June 29 to July 3. The exercise, called

in order to create the necessary conditions

"Contaminated Survival 2020" was focused on

to give the Commander the greatest moral,

developing communication and negotiation

material and tactical advantages in relation

capabilities, planning Quick Impact Projects
(QIP) and operating environment assessment
by simulating a biologically contaminated

Tibnin, Lebanon, July.

to the political, economic, religious and social
is

environment to conduct the operation in

absolutely timely when you think about

a biologically altered environment. CIMIC

the health emergency due to the CoViD-19

operator

scenario.

A

scenario,

therefore,

that

The operators had to develop the three
CIMIC core functions, namely civil-military
liaison, support the force and support to nonmilitary actors present in a given Operating

training

is,

in

fact,

necessarily

conducted in 360 degrees and in such a way
as to ensure the fulfillment of heterogeneous
tasks, oriented to operate through the use
of the so-called "comprehensive approach".

restrictions,

The operators of the Multinational CIMIC Group

obligations and limitations provided by the

are currently employed in both international

exercise, in the presence of representatives

operations

of

Non-

Lebanon, Somalia, Djibouti, Niger, as well as

Governmental Organizations, impersonated

EUNAVFORMED and “Strade Sicure” Operation.

Theatre,

implementing

International,

the

Government

and

in

Kosovo,

Iraq,

Afghanistan,

I

n recent weeks, the G9 cell, operating
in the Sector West in Lebanon, under
the mandate of the United Nations, has

donated heating equipment for residential
use to the Tibnin orphanage. This project
was

developed

to

improve

the

housing

condition, especially in the winter period, of

children who are guests of the orphanage
The director of the orphanage thanked
the Multinational CIMIC Group Operators
for
the

their

commitment,

constant

shown

by

the

presence

emphasizing
and

international

sensitivity
contingent..

ADAPTIVE INTERACTION 20 CONCLUDED
Motta di Livenza, July 10.

F

rom 06 to 10 July the Multinational
CIMIC Group (MNCG) conducted the
joint

and

combined

exercise

called

"Adaptive interaction 2020" (ADIN20), held at
the "Mario Fiore" Barracks, headquarters of the
unit, and at the training area of "La Comina"
in Pordenone. The aim of the exercise was
to test and self-assess the staff of MNCG HQ
and the Italian CIMIC Unit. This exercise was
also functional to prepare CIMIC operators
for the next NATO Steadfast Jupiter Jackal
(STJUJA20) exercise and for the certification of

the assets of NATO Response Force (NRF) 2021.
Through the computer simulation (Command
Post Exercise – CPX) a complex and adhering

CIMIC operators for what they have done in

During the ADIN20, the complex computer

recent years in various missions, including

communications system, that allows the

Kosovo,

Djibouti,

interaction of the many components of

Afghanistan and also within the framework

the exercise, was provided by a team of

of the European EUNAVFORMED mission.

operators of the 7th Transmission Regiment

Lebanon,

Somalia,

During the exercise, in addition to the

taught in different CIMIC courses, in order to
establish a profitable collaboration for the
realization of QIPs (Quick Impact Projects)

of

the

Italian

Army,

located

in

Sacile.

aforementioned activities, the concept of

The exercise, scheduled to host specialists,

Remote CIMIC Support (RCS) was refined.

experts and mentors from several NATO

RCS represents the ability to support CIMIC

countries

and

international

commands,

units, deployed in military operations, by

was re-modulated due to restrictions on

scenario was reproduced, focused on a crisis

During the exercise, Brigadier General Luigi

the Motherland. This support, “played” from

COVID-19 containment, while maintaining

situation between fictitious states, for which

Postiglione

Slovenia

the high standards required by the Atlantic

the intervention of the Atlantic Alliance was

Genio", visited the men and women of the

through the advice that Subject Matter

Alliance

called for. Within NATO's package of forces to

Multinational CIMIC Group. In his speech,

Experts – Functional Specialists such as

and

elasticity

face the crisis, the Multinational CIMIC Group

General Postiglione stressed the importance

engineers,

has been the unit responsible to liaise with

to be continuously trained and ready for

professionals in different sectors – provide

The

Multinational

the civilian environment, responding to the

the modern scenarios in which the Atlantic

CIMIC operators, employed in crisis areas, for

growing challenges of the symmetrical and

Alliance is constantly intervening, thanking

the development of projects for the benefit of

hybrid threat. In addition to the computer
simulation,

the

exercise

involved

men

on the ground (LIVEX) responding to the
activations received by headquarters. The
operators of the Italian CIMIC Unit, therefore,
interacted, through role-playing games, with
the civil counterpart represented by actors
as representatives of the Government, NonGovernmental and International Organizations
with which they had to implement the
techniques of negotiation and communication,

Commander

of

the

"Brigata

during

the

architects,

ADIN20,

doctors

is

realized,

and

other

the populations where the units are employed.

counts
beyond

as

the

among
Italy,

proof

of

to

MNCG

the

CIMIC

the
HQ

procedures.

Group,

contributing

Greece,

readiness

Portugal,

which
nations,

Romania,

Slovenia and Hungary, is today a real pole

of excellence for the training of operators
working in the delicate field of civil-military
cooperation. To date, about 2000 students,
civilian and military, Italian and foreign,
have

attended

MNCG

courses,

testifying

the high educational level, responding to
the needs of those who face the changing
challenges of today's operational scenarios.

QIP TO CONTAIN COVID-19

CIMIC COADJUTORS AMONGST THE ALPS
Bayt Lif, Lebanon, July.

I

n recent weeks, the G9 cell, operating in the
Sector West in Lebanon, under the mandate of the
United Nations, has made the donation of health

equipment for the protection of individuals (gloves,
masks, sanitation gel) to the municipalities of Bayt Lif.
This project was developed to help the municipality's

population counter the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
The Mayor, in the presence of the local authorities,
thanked the National Contingent and the Operators
of the Multinational CIMIC Group for the work,
highlighting the continuous and professional presence
in the territory.

T

Motta di Livenza, June 17.
he

different

Operational the historical processes that led The military personnel, after an Pusteria Valley with the support

Theatres

where to the birth of Kosovo and the initial phase of theoretical lessons of the 6° mountain troop (Alpini)

Multinational CIMIC Group intercultural diversities of Djibouti. on

(MNCG) operators are deployed,
present
and

increasingly

heterogeneous

complex
scenarios,

which involve the need for trained
and

specialized

personnel

as

possible. There is a need, therefore,
to

have,

for

example,

military

For this purpose, the coadjutors’
course
this

conducted

year

weeks,
the

is
in

divided

into

accordance

restrictions

containment

annually,

provided

from

3
with
for

COVID-19.

personnel who know the Lebanese Following a selection process,
cultural sites and at the same MNCG soldiers are trained to
time the Somalia's economic support the figure of the CIMIC
and political structure, which operators in order to contribute
has in its professional baggage decisively to the achievement of
the assigned tasks, through the
development of the main functions
of

civil-military

cooperation

effective

CIMIC

communication, regiment and of the 4° Army

doctrine

and

planning Aviation regiment (AVES Altair)

in peace support operations or The course was born on the basis
in

higher

intensity

scenarios, of the lessons learned achieved

was called upon to apply the in different Operating Theatres
technical-tactical
learned

through

procedures in which the Multinational CIMIC
role-playing Group operators were called to
operate and, over the years, the
MNCG has proceeded to identify
a training process that aims to
increase the technical-professional
preparation of the students, with
the aim of creating highly qualified
and professional figures in the civilmilitary

cooperation

panorama.

The course ended with the award
and the understanding of the games, patrols aimed at assessing
ceremony held by the MNCG
complex and articulated dynamics the operating environment and
Commander, OF5 Luca Vitali,
of
the
operational
scenarios tactical actions in support of CIMIC
who underlined the importance
in
which
the
Multinational activities. The practical phase took
to be always ready in order to be
CIMIC
Group
is
employed. place at the training areas of the
deployed everywhere in every time.

NEW BLS-D OPERATORS

PPE DONATION IN KOSOVO
Motta di Livenza, July 29.

O

Pec/Peje, July.

n 29 July, the BLS-D course was

Antonio of the northeast mobilization center

held at the Mario Fiore barracks,

of Padova, belonging to the Italian Red Cross

attended

Multinational

Military Corps, have engaged in practical

CIMIC Group operators in order to increase

maneuvers functional to cardiopulmonary

the first aid capabilities, essential to know

resuscitation. The course, which ended with

with

for the scenarios in which the civil-military

the passing of the test and the delivery of

Monitoring

cooperation

deployed.

certificates, is part of the list of the essential

local

After theoretical lessons on vital functions,

activities to deploy operators in missions

the

cardio-circulatory apparatus and defibrillator,

abroad and in homeland security operations.

West CIMIC Cell identified

by

specialists

some

can

be

the operators, led by Lieutenant Rombolà

A

fterwards

and planned a series of

goggles,

of

Salihu Myrvete, and the

assessments,

donations

disposable gloves and 50

Director of the Hospital,

in

protective

to

hand sanitizer dispensers

Dr Zotri Naim Sahiti, who

COVID-19

for the hospital and the

thanked KFOR for the help,

protection

capabilities

Family Health Center of

highlighting the continued

of

institutions.

the

the

careful

collaboration
LMT

(Liaison

Team)

and

health

authorities,

Regional

Command

the greatest health issues
following
months

the
of

difficult
lockdown

increase

of

individual

devices
the

local

In recent weeks, therefore,
the

Multinational

CIMIC

Group

operators

have

donated

medical

and

individual

protection

devices

for a total of 1485
surgical
masks

protective
FFP2

and

4000

pairs

PEC/PEJE

Municipality.
The

project

aims to increase
the

COVID-19

p r o te c t i o n
capacity

of

h eal th care
professionals.
The

ceremony

FFP3, 50 protective

was attended by

visors,

the Head of the

7

infrared

thermometers,
protective
and
50

50
suits

shoe

covers,

protective

CIMIC Cell of RCW,

representing

KFOR,

the

Director

Health

of

the

of

Municipality,

Dr.

friendship and presence
of

the

towards

Italian
the

military

institutions.

HEALTH SYSTEM AND CIMIC IN SOMALIA

CIMIC SUPPORTS HEALTH IN KOSOVO
Mogadishu, August.

I

n recent weeks, inside the International

and pediatric clinics in the capital through

Campus

the

the removal of all the damaged parts of

EUTM (European Union Training Mission)

the building, the refurbishment of plaster,

headquarters, the inauguration ceremony of

the roofing, the water-sewer system as well

Italian military contingent CIMIC project took

as the installation of doors and windows.

of

Mogadishu,

base

of

place in favor of the public health facility "Mother

Pec/Peje, Kosovo, August.

T

he KFOR Regional Command West (RC-W)

benefited from these donations were the Kosovo

CIMIC Cell, based in Pec/Peje, has concluded

Red Cross, the Kosovo Police of Decane/Decan,

in recent weeks a series of delivery activities

the Malisevo/Malisheve Family Medicine Centre

of medical equipment and protective devices for

and the Prizren and Djacovica/Gjacove hospitals.

the Kosovo Police and the major health facilities

The delivery ceremony of the project, carried

in the Italian Contingent area of responsibility.

out in accordance with the rules aimed at

The provision of protective material will ensure

The project, requested by the Director General of

the contrast of COVID-19, was attended by

not only the containment of the risk of COVID-19

the Somali Ministry of Health, made possible the

the EUTM-S Mission Force Commander,

infection, but also the increased operational

renovation of one of the largest gynecological

Brigade General Antonello De Sio and the

capabilities of emergency services of local

Child Health Center" of the Somali capital.

Deputy
Mrs

Mayor

Basma

of

Mogadishu,

Omar

Ahmed.

The humanitarian project has
been

possible

thanks

to

the

liaison activity carried out by the
CIMIC cell of IT-NSE composed of
personnel from the Multinational
CIMIC Group, the only unit in
Italy

with

these

specialists.

authorities and institutions. The facilities that

The deep knowledge of the situation and the
structure of the emergency services of the RC-W
fifteen municipalities, has allowed the operators
of the Multinational CIMIC Group to identify the
most critical issues and guide the intervention
of KFOR in support of the Kosovar institutions.

PROJECTS FOR DJIBOUTIAN ADMINISTRATIONS

SOMALIA: CIMIC PROJECT FOR FORLANINI HOSPITAL
Djbouti, August.

Mogadishu, August.

I

by the Multinational CIMIC Group Operators,

T

will improve the census service offered to the

held in recent weeks inside the International

population. The ceremony was attended by the

Campus

President of the municipality, Mr. Mohamed

headquarters of the EUTM Somalia (EUTM-S)

Omar ISMAEL, the Deputy President of the

mission. The hospital was built in the Somali

municipality, Mr. Liban IDRISS and also a

capital by the Italian government in the early

television crew of the Djibouti broadcaster RTD.

1930s. The project, requested by the director

n recent weeks the donation ceremony
of office furniture was held in favor of the
municipality of Boulaos. The project, planned

The donation ceremony took place in a very
serene and friendly atmosphere, respecting
the limitations imposed by the Djibouti Ministry
of Health for personal protection and social
distance related to the health emergency.
During the ceremony, the President underlined
how important is the presence of the Italian
Contingent in the municipality, thanking the
Italian delegation and in particular the CIMIC
operators for their empathy and interest
in the population and civil administration.

he

opening

project,

ceremony

developed

by

of

a

CIMIC

these working techniques for the future

from the Multinational CIMIC Group, the unit

Multinational

reintegration into society and the world of work.

with such a specialized connotation that

CIMIC Group operators, in favor of the

public health facility "Forlanini Hospital", was
of

Mogadishu,

home

of

the

of the hospital through the Ministry of Health
of Somalia, made possible the construction
of a reinforced concrete structure used as
a kitchen and dining room with its supply
of furniture, which replaced the previous
structure in metal. This will help to improve the
quality of the services offered by the hospital
and thus increase the comfort of patients.
In addition, the structure was built with bricks
made by Somali prisoners of Mogadishu
Central Prison who, thanks to a previous
Italian CIMIC project, were able to learn

During the ceremony there was also the
delivery of sanitation materials to the Khadare
Orphanage Centre, whose products were
purchased with funds made by the charity
march organized by the Italian contingent
last
at

June
the

in

which

International

the

staff,

Campus,

stationed
took

part.

The inauguration ceremony of the project,
carried out in accordance with the rules aimed
at the contrast of COVID-19, was attended by
the Italian Ambassador, Alberto Vecchi, the
Mission Force Commander of EUTM-S, Brigade
General Antonello De Sio, the Commander
of the Italian National Support Element (ITNSE), Lieutenant Colonel Licio Dettori and the
Director of the health facility Dr. Fadumo Abdi.
The humanitarian project was made possible
thanks to the liaison activity carried out by the
CIMIC cell of IT-NSE composed by of personnel

with its work contributes to increase the
public's support towards the military mission.

MEETING TO PLAN QIPS IN KOSOVO

DJBOUTI: PARLIAMENTARY MEETING
Kosovo, September.

I

n recent weeks, the KFOR Regional Command West

the Quick Impact Projects, which are projects that

(RC-W) CIMIC Cell, based in Pec/Peje and made up of

have an immediate beneficial impact on society and

Multinational CIMIC Group operators, met with the

the civil environment. To date, thousands of QIPs

Kosovar Minister of Education, Mr. Rame LAKAJ. During

have been realized in the Balkans by MNCG operators.

Djbouti, September.

will implement to mitigate the risk

I

associated with the spread of the virus.

a meeting with the President of the National

local authorities, increasing the quality of life

Assembly, Mr. Mohamed Ali Houmed. The purpose

in the area where the work will be carried out.

the meeting, the Minister outlined
the measures that the department

n recent weeks, the Commander of the Italian

The project, coordinated by the operators of the

Military Support Base (BMIS), Colonel Michele

Multinational CIMIC Group (MNCG), will thus be

Chiedi and the staff of the CIMIC cell held

carried out in collaboration between BMIS and

The MNCG operators expressed their

of the meeting was to define the evolution of the

closeness to the country's institutions

project concerning the installation of solar panels

and the willingness to contribute to the

with the aim of energizing a hydraulic pump for

improvement of Kosovo's education.

a well. For the realization of this project will be

In a short period of time the lessons

used 24 panels together with a generator group

will take place again and the Minister

used as a buffer for a pump that is already stored

expressed his intention to focus on

together with the panels, all directed by technicians

e-learning teaching that will be carried

identified by the Presidency of the Republic.

out through aid from foreign financiers.
The support provided over the years by
MNCG operators in Kosovo has been
profound and ongoing. Liaison with local
institutions is a paramount importance
especially for the implementation of

New guidelines have been defined for the finalization
of the project and for which MNCG operators have
already started contact with the parties involved in order
to arrive effectively and quickly to an optimal solution.
President Ali Houmed expressed his gratitude for
the cooperation and understanding reached and
thanked the delegation for their closeness and
interest in the population and civil administration.

THE WORK OF MNCG OPERATORS CONTINUES FOR THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF MOGADISHU

MEDCARE AT CARITAS IN DJIBOUTI

Mogadishu, September.

A

Djibuti, September.

employed as a supporting element in the Emergency Centre to the Fire Department.

T

Training Mission and the civilian population,

the local headquarters of Caritas, a medical

s part of the activities aimed at Several topics were discussed with civilian the Civil and Military Coordination Unit of the
strengthening
between

the

the
Italian

relationship leaders,

from

health

to

infrastructure, United Nations Office for the Coordination

Contingent from local police at the Benadir Regional of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Mr. Edward

the staff of the civil-military cooperation cell
(CIMIC), made up of Multinational CIMIC
Group operators, met over the past few
weeks, several authorities and representatives
of the districts of the Somali capital, with
which the Italian Contingent collaborates, in
order to support the civilian population and
local authorities in the area of operations.

materials and devices aimed at the protection
Association for Spiritual Assistance to the

especially

women

during

the

pregnancy

Melotte, the representative of the Civil and
Military Cooperation of the African Union
Mission (AMISOM), the representatives of
the Civil Affairs of the United States Army
and the representatives of British Army.

phase of childbirth and in the care of new Liaison's activity is one of the key functions
mothers and their children of pediatric age. of civil-military cooperation, which specialist
The bi-weekly CIMIC Coordination Meeting
was also organized within the International
Campus (IC) in the presence of the Head of

coordination

with

This initiative, like the previous ones, has also
taken place in full compliance with safety
procedures against the spread of coronavirus.

in the Horn of Africa and the Indian Ocean.

Armed Forces (PASFA), wanted to thank the

to the population of districts and rural areas,

close

a complex of initiatives aimed at consolidating logistical support to all Italian national
the appreciation of the local community. components in transit over Djibouti engaged

and prevention of COVID - 19 donated by the

that provide free, even specialized, health care

in

population; an activity requested by the project The purpose of Djibouti's BMIS (Italian
manager of Caritas, Sara Ben Rached, as part of Military Support Base) mission is to provide

the coordination meeting for the donation of

Health Centers are reference health facilities

operators,

care (MEDCARE) activity for the benefit of the

Child Health Center "Osoble", who attended

to support the EUTM-S Mission. Mother Child

made up of Multinational CIMIC Group both the patients visited and the staff of Caritas.

the staff of the Health Service, conducted, at

Dr. Deeqo Ali Osoble, director of the Mother

constant commitment of the Italian Contingent

he staff of the CIMIC cell in Djibouti, The activity has received a lot of appreciation from

personnel

from

the

Multinational

CIMIC

Group of Motta di Livenza develop daily
in

the

various

operational

scenarios.

CIMIC OPERATORS UPGRADES MILK PROCESSING AND STORAGE FACILITY

THE I WW IN MOTTA DI LIVENZA

Lebanon, September.

M

ultinational

CIMIC

Group to a sector which is fundamental for the

Operators (MNGC) have helped future and the progress of the country.”
upgrade

a

municipal

milk

processing and storage facility in Aytarun,
in the Bint Jbeil district of south-western
Lebanon, with the donation of a new
processing plant and other machinery.
Aytarun

municipal

dairy

Between their core peacekeeping duties,
Multinational

CIMIC

Group

Operators

regularly carry out various activities like this
one in support of the host communities, which
– together with their operational activities

cooperative, – have helped keep calm in the Mission’s

which collects milk deliveries from partner area of operation for more than 14 years.
producers, now has state-of-the-art plant
and machinery for milk processing as
well as a newly-built milk storage facility.
During a handover ceremony held in recent
weeks, the mayor of Aytarun, Selim Mourad,
said

the

MNCG

support

significantly

enhances productivity and makes local
cooperatives
UNIFIL
Brigadier

even

Sector
General

more
West
Andrea

competitive.
Commander
Di

Stasio,

who attended the ceremony, called the
support “a real and effective contribution

Motta di Livenza, October 04.

F

rom 19 September to 04 October 2020, the from cinema and musics to children's toys.
exhibition on the Great War entitled "The
ties between civilians and military during

the First World War" was held in the exhibition
building of the former Motta di Livenza prisons.
The exhibition, organized by the Multinational
CIMIC Group (MNCG) in collaboration with
the municipal administration of Motta di
Livenza, the 3 rd Engineer regiment of Udine
and the Infantry Association (Treviso Section),
was

aimed

at

highlighting

and

"Don't lose the memory of the past is one of
the best ways to build a better future. Those
who have given their lives to make our beloved
homeland better are the example that must
urge us, daily, to do our duty", with these words
Colonel Luca Vitali, Multinational CIMIC Group
Commander, opened the exhibition on 19
September, on the occasion of the inauguration.

making Among the different memorabilia, vintage

known more deeply a historical period that

photos

marked the foundations of modern society.

also had the opportunity to visit a section

The Great War was, in fact, an exceptional
and all-encompassing event. An exhibition,
therefore, that was dedicated to young and

and

historical

uniforms,

visitors

of trench, recreated for the occasion by
the soldiers of the MNCG to relive the
experiences of the soldiers at the front.

old, which has rediscovered the exploits of

The

exhibition

those men and women who participated in the

participation of adults, associations, including

First World War through an exhibition space

that

that retraced those terrible years, retracing

Battalion,

the social changes of the time: from the role of

always in compliance with the ministerial

women in society to industrial transformation,

regulations for the containment of CoViD-19.

of

the

has

seen

Historical

and

several

the
Group

numerous
Bassano

schoolchildren,

COLLABORATION WITH PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES CONTINUES

GREEN ENERGY FOR SOMALI HEALTH

Oeiras, October 02.

F

rom 28 September to 02 October 2020, The course was opened by the Rear Admiral
a team of CIMIC instructors from the Jorge Manuel Nobre de Sousa’s speech,

Multinational CIMIC Group supported second in command of the Portuguese
the realization of the annual CIMIC seminar, Joint Combined Operational Headquarter.
entitled "Trends and Challenges", at the The MNCG's Mobile Education Training
"Reduto Gomes Freire" base in Oeiras (Lisbon), Teams in Portugal is part of a series
base of the Joint Command of Military of activities that began in 2015 to

Mogadischu, October.

A

n Off-Grid Box device has been donated to the “Forlanini”
hospital

in

Mogadishu

by

the

Multinational

CIMIC

Group team detached to the Italian National Support

Element of the European Union Training Mission (EUTM).

Italian National Contingent Commander, Ten. Col. Licio DETTORI.
During their speeches the Mayor of the capital and the director
of

the

hospital,

Dr.

Fadumo, highlighted

The Off-Grid Box is a multifunction box that uses solar energy to

the

sanitize water and deliver power supply to the hospital facilities.

support of the CIMIC

In addition to the Off-Grid Box device, the CIMIC specialists have

operators, expressing

the

donated 300 containers for water collection, 100 Power Banks for

their

to Portuguese CIMIC units and MNCG HQ.

electricity generation, 200 LED bulbs, 1 boiler for hot water supply and

the

train staff from the national CIMIC Unit,

an induction plate, both connected to the same Off Grid Box device.

contingent deployed

which will be deployed in support of

At the inauguration ceremony were present the Mayor of Mogadishu,

Operations of the Portuguese Armed Forces. elevate
The

purpose

of

the

seminar

was

the NATO Response Force during 2021.

interoperability

between

Omar Mohamud Mohamed (Finnish), the 1st Secretary of the Italian

continuous

gratitude
entire

to

Italian

in the horn of Africa.
The

During the seminar, MNCG instructors

Embassy in Somalia,

project

had

humanitarian
was

made

to

explain

to

Dr. Fabio Ballerini, the

possible thanks to the

of

civil-military

Commissioner of the

liaison activity carried

CIMIC

Abdi Aziz District, Mr

out by the CIMIC cell

activities in support of a NATO military

Mahdi Farah Abdulle,

of IT-NSE composed

operation, the approach to the civilian

the

by of personnel from

dimension and non-military actors, the

Commander

Cross Cutting Topics and the management

EUTM-Somalia mission,

of an interview with the syndicate part.

Brigadier

the

participants
interactions,

opportunity
the
the

policy

spectrum

of

Mission

Force
of

the

General

Fabiano Zinzone, the

the
CIMIC

Multinational
Group.

CIMIC OPERATORS TO SUPPORT HEALTHCARE

MONSIGNOR SANTO MARCIANÒ PAYED A VISIT TO MNCG
Lebanon, October,.

I

n recent weeks, Multinational CIMIC Group
(MNCG)
at

the

Operators

have

Government

inaugurated,

Hospital

of

Bint

O

Motta di Livenza, October 12.
n

12

October

Monsignor

2020, the homeland and in particular With these words, the Monsignor
Santo abroad, in the crisis areas where addressed the staff of the MNCG.

Marcianò,

Archbishop the Armed Forces are deployed.

of the Military Ordinary for Italy,

Jubayl, the completion of the extraordinary

visited the Multinational CIMIC

maintenance work of 16 rooms of the hospital.

Group

The work consisted of the refurbishment and

combined unit, a hub of excellence

replacement of infrastructure components.

in

The

ceremony

was

attended

by Brigadier General Andrea Di
Stasio, Commander of the JTFLSW,

local

authorities

Director

of

thanked

for

the

and

Hospital

the

the
who

commitment

and

closeness

shown

the

structure

and

towards
Lebanese

population. The project is part
of the main activities developed
within

the

function

by

CIMIC

operational

MNCG

Operators,

namely support the non-military
actors

and

their

environment.

(MNCG),

civil-military

a

joint

and

cooperation.

The archbishop then continued

"I express the deep thanks of our the visit by consecrating the
Church of the Military Ordinary, Multinational CIMIC Group chapel
close to you who are always in which is kept a relic of Santa
at

the

forefront

despite

the Teresa of Calcutta, donated to the

concrete risks and difficulties MNCG by the same Monsignor,

The Monsignor, welcomed by that are not always foreseeable. blessing the staff of the barracks
the Commander of the unit, You are a point of reference for "M.Fiore" and urging them to
Colonel Luca Vitali, met the CIMIC the population, especially when pursue the mission "... serving our
operators, thanking them deeply you are employed abroad in the brothers and sisters in need..." as
for their daily work, carried out in performance

of

your

duties." the CIMIC operator's prayer states.

MNCG OPERATORS RENOVATE FACILITY FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

SCHOOLARSHIPS DELIVERY AT MNCG

Lebanon, October.

M

ultinational CIMIC Group

restructuring and modification

(MNCG)

of

recently completed the

renovation
centre

Operators

of

rehabilitation

Centre

for

Special Needs” to ensure safety
condition of the building as well
as improvement of the internal

disabilities in the village of Qana,

comfort for the users. Its canteen

south-western

and

was totally rebuilt according to

handed it over to local authorities.

the most modern standards in

project,

children

“Al-Basma

with

The

for

a

the

Lebanon,

two-month
funded

renovation
by

the

Government of Italy, included

energy efficiency systems – a
space

that

atmosphere

creates
for

the

conducive
children

to interact and make friends.
With the latest MNCG support, the
rehabilitation facility which deals
with health care, education and

Motta di Livenza, October 14.

gratitude for the commitment
and
one

the
of

groups

closeness

the
of

most
our

towards
vulnerable

population.”

integration of young people with

MNCG Operators work for any kind

disabilities can better serve some

of society level and sphere, and this

20 young Lebanese with special

project reflects the importance to

needs who live in the facility.

invest in cultural and educational

“This is a very important day,”
said Mr. Kresht, the mayor of
Qana, “I wish to express our

dimensions,

so

that

no

one

would be left on the margins.

O

n 14th October 2020, at the "M.Fiore" Barracks

Pramaggiore, Mr. Fausto Pivetta, the President of the

in Motta di Livenza, base of the Multinational

Foundation “Lepido Rocco”, Mr. Roberto Zampieri

CIMIC Group, scholarships were held for three

and the School Director, Professor Nandina Ostan.

students of the "Lepido Rocco" Hotel Professional
School in Pramaggiore. The scholarships were awarded
to students Marika Piccinin, Federica Augusti and
Letizia Astolfo, by the Commander of the MNCG,
Colonel Luca Vitali who strongly promoted and
supported the project to reward the school's most
deserving students in the 2019/2020 school year.
The award ceremony was attended by the Mayor of

The collaboration between the institution and the
school is based on several activities conducted in
synergy, including the participation of students and
professors of the school in the role plays that the MNCG
conducts during its NATO courses, or in the morale &
welfare activities that the MNCG organizes with the
participation of students and staff of the hotel school.

the Peace Support Training Centre increasingly appreciated in NATO.

CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY AT MNCG

in Canada, the AFRICOM Command
and NATO School in Germany, the
CIMIC Training for US Civil Affairs. He

Motta di Livenza, October 16.

O

the Memorandum of Understanding
signed with the University of Verona

n 16 October 2020, at "Mario to the activities carried out in the

for

Fiore"

Motta international field by the operators

support in research, development

di Livenza, the Change of of the MNCG, present in different

and teaching activities in the field

Command

barracks

Ceremony

in
took

place crisis areas where the Armed Forces

between Colonel Luca Vitali and is called to operate (Afghanistan,
Colonel
from

also underlined the finalization of

Mattia
the

Army

Zuzzi,

coming Djibouti,

General

CIMIC Group, the combined and
joint unit specialized in civil-military
after

two

Lebanon,

Niger,

Staff. Somalia), there are the supports given

Colonel Vitali leaves the Multinational

cooperation,

Kosovo,

years

of

in the European mission, EUNAVFOR
Med and, in national field, in support
of the Homeland Security Operation
called “Strade Sicure” and “Sabina”.

of

collaboration

civil-military

and

mutual

cooperation,

the

participation in continuous exercises

During

the

ceremony,

“honorary

citizenship” was conferred to the
Multinational CIMIC Group by the
cities of Motta di Livenza and Oderzo
to symbolize the very high military
value shown, for the deep connection
between

the

regiment

and

the

Opitergino-Mottense territory, but also
for the considerable civil commitment
as a concrete example of solidarity.

in the national and foreign fields, the The Multinational
includes,
main missions in which the MNCG which

CIMIC

Group,

among

the

specialists are actively employed and contributing nations, beyond Italy,
the professional exchanges with the Greece, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia

US Military Academy, which gave the and Hungary, is today a real pole
opportunity to the MNCG operators to of excellence for the training of

been engaged highlighted the happy partnership

be called upon to teach civil-military operators working in the delicate field
cooperation at West Point Academy. of civil-military cooperation. To date,

in

several between military personnel and the

General Postiglione, later, thanked

and

intense territory, emphasizing the deep union

Colonel Vitali for the enthusiasm

a c t i v i t i e s , that links the reality of the unit with the

and passion he put into his daily

o p e r a t i o n a l local institutions and administrations,

work,

and

training, focusing on the objectives achieved

achievements

in

national by the MNCG: the intense training

unit and the peculiarity of a unit

command during which the unit has In his farewell address, Colonel Vitali

and

foreign and collaboration with the Civil-

c o n t e x t s . Military
In

Cooperation

Centre

of

addition Excellence (CCOE) in the Netherlands,

underlined

the

exceptional

achieved

by

the

more than 2000 students, civilian and
military, Italian and foreign, attended
the MNCG courses, testifying a very
high

level

of

education

offered,

responding to the needs of those
who face the changing challenges
of

today's

operational

scenarios.

KOSOVO: SANITIZED CHILDREN'S FACILITY

EUTM SOMALIA CIMIC TEAM DISTRIBUTES FOOD AID.
Kosovo, October.

I

n recent weeks, the Multinational CIMIC
Group

Operators

have

organized

the

disinfection activity of the "Nena Kabrini"

kindergarten in the municipality of Prizren.
The project is one of those in support of civil
administration in the education sector, with
the aim of ensuring a healthy environment
for

the

activities

resumption
in

the

of

current

educational
school

year.

Somalia, October.

D

uring recent weeks the Multinational at EUTM-S Headquarters and for Shingani of particular importance for two reasons, the
CIMIC Group cell deployed in Mogadishu at

District

Commissioner's

office.

Several first essentially concrete, as food is essential

distributed 14 tons of food aid to around authorities were present, among them there for life, the second symbolic, because food is

1,200 displaced people, mostly families currently was Mrs. Basma Amir Ahmed, the Deputy also something that is shared with friends,
located in camps in the Dharkeyneley and Mayor of Mogadishu who is responsible for and therefore represents the oldest way to
Shingani districts, located in the Banadir region. Social Affairs, who took the opportunity to demonstrate peace and friendship between
The aid, able to feed the beneficiaries for about express words of gratitude towards the "the those who give it and those who receive it”.
a month, was delivered at the request of the Italian government which has always shown
District Commissioners, who are responsible for particular closeness to the Somali population".
identifying the needs and managing the requests
of citizens residing in their respective districts. The

from Kosovar-Bosnian, Turkish, Roman and

city of Mogadishu is divided into 17 such districts.

Albanian ethnic groups, give hospitality also

It was thanks to the intimate knowledge and the Somali population not only in the field of

guarantees them return in full compliance
with

the

Kosovar

The

Director

of

Anti-Covid

regulations.

Kindergarten,

Sister

Amanda SHKOZA, thanked the Operators
of

the

Multinational

CIMIC

Group

for

their closeness and sensitivity to a very
important

sector

such

as

education.

Republic, H.E. Alberto Vecchi, was also present of the various local authorities who cooperated
and underlined Italy's commitment to helping by giving feedback on the most pressing needs.

direction provided by Mr. Aweis Sheik Mohamed, security. The Ambassador stated "the event is
District

Commissioner

Shingani,

and

Mr.

Guhaad Sheikh Hassan, District Commissioner
Dharkeynley, that it was possible to identify
the families most in need to allocate help. Each
single "kit" consists of about 100 kg of food
material including flour (25 kg), rice (25 kg),
sugar, legumes, oil and other basic necessities.
The hand over ceremonies took place in
two locations, for the Dharkeyneley District

the Commander of EUTM-S, Brigadier General

The Ambassador of Italy to the Somali Federal Fabiano Zinzone, greet all the representatives

The kindergarten, frequented by children

to 10 autistic children. This sanitization activity

The most important military authority present,

Due to the worsening food situation in several
districts, since June 2020, the CIMIC Operators in
close cooperation with other international actors
planned a series of activities in order to support
Somali populations. The humanitarian project

has been possible thanks to the liaison activity
carried out by the CIMIC specialists composed of
personnel from the Multinational CIMIC Group,
the only unit in Italy with these specialists.

34^ COORDINATING COMMITTEE TOOK PLACE

CIMIC OPERATORS UPGRADES MILK PROCESSING AND STORAGE FACILITY
Motta di Livenza, October 21.

O

n

October

Committee,

21,
a

the

Coordinating

representative

body

that sanctions the operating proposals

DS-PA area) took over the presidency from

the new Memorandum of Understanding

the Brigadier General Argieri from the Air

that will outline the legal aspects among

Force.

the six nations, were the central topics

The

President,

therefore,

thanked

relating to the Multinational CIMIC Group

all those who intervened underlining the

(MNCG), met in videoconference. This body

importance of continuing shape the actions

is composed of a president with a two-year

always in the spirit of the Atlantic Alliance.

mandate in turn between the Participating
Nations, a secretary and the representatives
of

the

6

partner

nations:

Greece,

Italy,

Portugal, Romania, Slovenia and Hungary.
At the beginning of the conference, Rear
Admiral

Conti

(Deputy

Head

of

the

III

Department of the Defense Staff for the

Lebanon, November.

The

Commander

of

the

MNCG,

on

which

the

conference

developed.

The meeting, conducted via VTC considering
the ministerial indications related to the

F

our state-of-the-art lung ventilators have Hassan Mohammed Dabouq. "So we thank to respond to the emergency of the territory."
been donated by Multinational CIMIC the Italian contingent of UNIFIL who moved
Group (MNCG) operators, in addition immediately for this important donation that

to the machinery already present within the will allow the creation of two new stations
resuscitation and pneumology departments strictly

necessary

and

indispensable

of the hospitals in Tyre municipality, some the management of coronavirus patients".
of the main health care centers in southern

reduction of COVID-19 contagion, takes place

Mattia Zuzzi, during his speech took stock

every six months with the aim of coordinating

of the situation regarding the unity, future

the efforts and common commitment of the

developments and tomorrow's challenges for

six Nations representing the MNCG, towards

It is the response of the Italian contingent is the heart of resuscitation activities," says

civil-military cooperation with join purposes.

the objectives and scenarios outlined by NATO.

of UNIFIL, and in particular of the CIMIC cell Qaemaqam of Tyre Mohammed Ali Jaffal.

in the Trident Jupiter Jackal exercise and

with Italian funds, is part of the civil-military

for

Colonel

The NATO Response Force, the participation

The donation of lung ventilators, fully funded

Lebanon most involved in the care of the
local

population

affected

by

Coronavirus.

"This equipment will allow us to modernize and
enlarge the shock room of the intensive care of
our hospitals that during the Covid emergency

composed by MNCG Operators to the appeal "We can finally count on a department ready
launched by the director of the public hospitals
of Tyre, Mr. Mohamad Hamade, to cope with
the Coronavirus emergency that has already
recorded

numerous

victims

in

Lebanon.

cooperation projects that MNCG operators have

"According to data provided by the Ministry of

been carrying out for years to ensure assistance

Public Health, cases of Covid-19 positivity as a

to the Lebanese population in accordance

whole since the onset of the health emergency

with UN Security Council Resolution 1701.

are increasing significantly, even more than
in the past," explains the Mayor of Tyre, Mr.

CIMIC SEMINAR FOR 5+5 DEFENCE INITIATIVE

SECOND LIEUTENANT PEZZULO’S MEMORY
Motta di Livenza, October 28.

O

n 28th October 2020, by videoconference, The

Initiative

aims

to

promote

O

practical

the civil-military cooperation module activities in the fields of Maritime Surveillance,
was held within the 5+5 Defense Air Safety, the contribution of the Armed

Initiative,

a

collaboration

forum

born

Oderzo, November 2.

in Forces to Civil Protection and Training and

n 2nd November 2020 a small and intense ceremony took place in
memory of the OF-1 Giovanni Pezzulo at the cemetery of Oderzo.
On February 13, 2008, the Warrant Officer Giovanni Pezzulo of

CIMIC Group South was killed in a firefight claimed by the Taliban and

2004 amongst the countries of the western Research. In this case, the Multinational CIMIC

took place about 60 kilometers from Kabul, in the town of Rudbar,

Mediterranean, 5 on the north shore (France, Group, according to the action plans approved

during a civil-military cooperation activity. The NCO was a member of

Italy, Malta, Portugal and Spain) and 5 on the annually by the Ministers of Defense of the

the Surobi Task Force and arrived in Afghanistan on December 3, 2007.

south shore (Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco Member States, organizes seminars on civil-

Today the Multinational CIMIC Group Commander, Colonel Mattia

and Tunisia). The partnership, over the years, military cooperation with arguments ranging

Zuzzi, recalled the example, the courage and the value that marked

has been particularly functional in addressing from cross-cutting topics to resilience, from
security and defense cooperation among the TTPs to field experiences. These activities, which
10 Member States facing common challenges. aim to increase mutual knowledge, have the
objective to promote interoperability between
the Armed Forces of the different countries.

the work of Giovanni during his day-to-day work on Afghan soil
The growing interest in the southern shore
of the Mediterranean can only give a further
boost to activities whose importance must,

where possible, be harmonized with a
The representatives of the Member States, growing and coordinated commitment.
therefore, had the opportunity to sit at a
"virtual table", thanks to the VTC organized by
the MNCG considering the restrictions related
to containment from COVID-19 contagion,
and receive briefings on arguments such as
"protection of civilians", "women, peace and
security" and "cultural property protection".

in the presence of family members and the Mayor of Oderzo.

MNCG AND SPORT

LIAISON IN THE HORN OF AFRICA
Djibuti, November.

I

n recent weeks the CIMIC operators,
working in the civil-military cooperation
cell of the Italian Military Support Base

(BMIS), have donated gym equipment to
the Federation Djiboutienne de Football.
The

ceremony

Commander
Michele

was
of

Chiedi,

Secretary

attended

the
the

General

by

BMIS

Colonel

President
of

the

the

and

the

Federation.

The event took place in full compliance
with

the

limitations

imposed

by

the

Djiboutian Ministry of Health for personal
protection

and

social

distancing.

The President of the Federation, at the
end of the ceremony, thanked the Italian

Djibuti, November.

O

ne of the core functions of CIMIC The c entre, after a four-month closure, has The

put in place with non-military actors present
in a given operational scenario. This liaison
activity is essential to involve the same nonmilitary actors in the planning, organization
and

development

of

socio-economic

or

infrastructure projects for the benefit of the

The meeting took place in a serene and
collaborative atmosphere and the Director
thanked for the presence of the Italian
Contingent and for the interest shown by
the MNCG Operators.

local population. The activity of liaison is also On the same date, at
fundamental to know the civilian environment the Balbalà hospital, a

and carry out assessments, useful to minimize meeting was held with
the impact of military activities on the civilian the Director, Dr. Moussa
sphere and vice versa. In recent weeks, Ibrahim

Sougueh.

and the Director, Dr. Mako Mohamoud Ali. to define the details

The activity is part of the quick impact projects

The purpose of the visit was to check the for the finalization
condition of the infrastructure which had of medical material

theaters

in

which

they

are

deployed.

with

the

of the Multinational CIMIC Group (MNCG) patients have been disinfected and restored. closeness and interest towards the people

and, in particular, towards young people.

Group plan and develop in the operational

satisfied

which is the link that the operators rooms used for hospitalizations of COVID-19 and thanked the Italian delegation for its

shown towards the population of Djibouti

that the operators of the Multinational CIMIC

was

operational function is the liaison, been back in operation since July while the cooperation and the agreement reached

a meeting was held at the "Housseina" The
main
purpose
hospital between the MNCG Operators of the meeting was

delegation for the closeness and interest

Director

been partly dedicated to the isolation of provision in favor of
infrastructure.
COVID-19 patients in the previous months. the

and

the

civil

administration

of

Djibouti.

ARMED FORCES DAY

CIMIC OPERATORS TO SUPPORT UNIFIL TRAININGS
Motta di Livenza, November 10.

O

n November 10, 2020, the ceremony
commemorating

the

dead

of

all

wars took place, attended by the

Multinational

CIMIC

Group

Commander,

Colonel Mattia Zuzzi. The Mayor of Motta
di Livenza, Architect Alessandro Righi, in
the

presence

of

representatives

of

the

local Armed Forces, paid tribute to the
fallen during a short but intense ceremony,
during

which

the

"Silence"

and

the

"Piave’s song" were sung, while a wreath
was laid at the monument to the fallen.

Lebanon, November.

M

NCG Operators as part of the FORCE COMMANDER

and military of UNIFIL, as well as representatives of some

CIMIC Unit of UNIFIL, together with the Indonesian

UN agencies operating in the territory such as OCHA and

colleagues of the unit, conducted the CIMIC

UNHCR or GOs as the Italian Agency for Development

Induction Training for the UNIFIL personnel deployed in

Cooperation, have illustrated, with different perspectives,

southern Lebanon, arrived in the country few weeks ago.

aspects and realities that a CIMIC operator can face.

The containment measures necessary to manage the

The staff of the Multinational CIMIC Group held the lessons

COVID-19 pandemic have imposed the exclusive use of

with which the importance of liaison was illustrated to

technology; in fact all lessons have been carried out using

create the necessary links with the population and to

the virtual meeting platform available on the UN portal.

finalize the assessments of the civil environment in which

About 35 students from 13 nations, connected from different
bases, participated in
the

virtual

training

that was intended to
prepare the personnel
of the different units
that

carry

out

civil-

military

cooperation

activities

in

support

of the UNIFIL mission.
From 13 to 15 October, 21
professionals, both civil

to operate, as a decisive element for a functional synergy
between the various stakeholders and to achieve more
effectively the aim
of

implementing

the

objectives

of

the UNIFIL mission
also
support
civilian

through
to

the

population.

MNCG OPERATORS IN SUPPORT OF TYRE HEALTH SYSTEM

LIAISON ACTIVITY IN MOGADISHU

Lebanon, November.

I

n recent weeks, Multinational
CIMIC Group (MNCG) Operators
have

donated

1

diagnostic

tool and 300 tampons kits to Tyre
health facilities. The ceremony took
place with the presence of Gen.
B. Andrea Di Stasio, Commander
of the JTFL-SW, the Mayor of
Tyre and some members of the
Council of the Municipality. This
project was developed to reduce

the

risk

of

Covid-19

infection.

The authorities present strongly
thanked the national contingent
for

their

commitment

commitment

that is, the civil-military link that takes place in communication following the devastation suffered during the years of the civil war.
and coordination between military and non-military actors

to ensure mutual understanding and unity of purpose and action.

The meeting discussed the recent heavy rains in Somalia, which caused
localized flooding both in the capital and throughout the country

This stems from the fact that each Commander shares the Area of and proved particularly problematic, making some areas impassable.

people. The project is part of

Operations with a plurality of actors, pursuing heterogeneous objectives The issues raised during the meeting were related to support
and interests, whose presence has an impact on the military mission. for emergency services and the development of projects for

main

within
function

the
by

the

O

ne of the core functions of civil military cooperation is the liaison, of the Italian Governor in the capital during 1930s, recently renovated

Lebanese

the

to

and

Somalia, November.

activities

developed

CIMIC

operational

MNCG

Operators,

namely support for non-military
actors

and

their

environment.

In recent weeks the Deputy Mayor of Mogadishu and Director of vulnerable groups, with a particular focus on women. The levels
the Benadir Regional Administration, Mrs. Basma Omar Ahmed, has of security and the support that soldiers will also be able to provide
met with personnel of the EUTM (European Union Training Mission) in the light of the next federal elections have been discussed too.
Contingent Civil Military Cooperation (CIMIC) Cell. The purpose of the At the end of the meeting,
meeting was to discuss projects currently under development by the the Deputy Mayor expressed
MNCG team in order to his gratitude by presenting
establish and maintain a certificate of appreciation
the best possible level to Lieutenant Colonel Matteo
of coordination between Mineo and all the staff of the
military force and non- CIMIC cell demonstrating the
military
actors.
The fundamental support that has
meeting took place in linked the city of Mogadishu
Mogadishu
the

historic

City

Hall, to the
residence Group

Multinational

CIMIC

for

years.

many

INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON CIVIL-MILITARY COOPERATION
Motta di Livenza, November .

T

CIMIC Division of the Supreme Headquarters

to the new challenges that NATO is facing and

Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE)", in his greeting

will face in the near future, underlining the

speech, stressed how relevant the themes

daily commitment of the MNCG during the

of the conference are especially in terms

lockdown and for the entire period of health
emergency put in place on the national

he International Forum

in line with the arguments

this year connected from all

of cooperation and coordination between

of

of

addressed

Atlantic

over the world, from Canada

civil

in

Alliance in the last period.

to Poland, and sitting at a

components

virtual

especially

Commanders

Units

specialised

Civil-Military

Cooperation

(CIMIC), better known as the
"CIMIC

Unit

Commanders'

Conference" (CUCC), took place
for the thirteenth consecutive
year with the participation
of several military authorities

by

the

The conference represented
a

unique

sharing

opportunity
and

for

discussing

issues related to cooperation
and
the

interaction
civilian

between

and

military

table

precisely

to

and

the prescriptions that a nation

by

can and must put in place in

emergency

the event of a civil emergency.

global proportions,

The

conference

was

also

with

video-

scenarios. The Multinational

to be implemented to carry

the

CIMIC Group (MNCG), the joint

out civil-military cooperation

epidemiological

and combined military unit

activities in an epidemiological

The

based in Motta di Livenza,

framework

CIMIC

main theme the "National

organized

one

Civil

Response

the

CIMIC

personal

conferences
ongoing
emergency,

&

help
due
had

Emergency

Planning

and

of
to

as

its

in

COVID-19": a current topic and

aim

the
of

event

with

being

such

as

the

experienced.

strengthening

the

its

specialized

staff

of

J-MED

SHAPE's
branch.

Multinational
Group

The audience was composed of representatives
of NATO, the Partnership for Peace and
members of International, Governmental and
Non-Governmental
Organizations:
among them were
representatives
the

International

Federation of the
Red

Cross,

Disaster Response
Coordination
Centre",

the

Slovenian

Civil

Protection

and

the

Italian

one,

represented

by

Colonel

Director

The French Brigadier General,

Zuzzi,

ties between the participants,

Bernard Lebrun, "Head of the

speech,

during

the

"Euro-Atlantic

the

Mattia

of

the United Nations,

Commander,

professional

and

in

by

scenarios and the measures

the

of

perspectives

and develop in all operational

interaction

health

and

The forum, which took place

of

a

implications

in which to discuss future

moment

marked

described

essential aspect to consider

professionals.

a

period

a

civilian

in

discuss the issues related to

components, which is now an

and

military

territory and abroad by CIMIC operators.

Operational
for

his

e m e r g e n c y

affirmed

coordination,

the importance of

Engineer

a holistic approach

D ' a n g e l o .

Luigi

PROJECT IN FAVOUR OF EDUCATION SYSTEM

CIMIC AND DISABILITY
Lebanon, November.

Djibuti, November.

I

Sisters' School in the village of Rumaysh. The ceremony

I

took place in the presence of the Mayor, the Head of

donated 160 wheelchairs to the National

the School and the school staff. This project is one of

Agency

n recent weeks, MNCG operators, as part of
the JTF-L SW CIMIC cell, have inaugurated the
renovations and dyeing works of the Antonian

the Quick Impact Projects planned and developed
by MNCG operators for the local population.
The

authorities

the

national

commitment

present

strongly

contingent

towards

the

thanked

for

their

Lebanese

people.

n

recent

weeks,

Multinational

CIMIC

Group operators, as part of the civilmilitary cooperation cell of the Italian

Military

The

Support
for

Disabled

ceremony

Commander

Base

was
Colonel

(BMIS),

People
attended
Michele

have

(A.N.P.H.).
by

BMIS
Chiedi,

the Minister of Women and Family, the

Deputy
the

of

the

Director

National

General

Assembly

of

the

and

agency.

The event took place in a cordial atmosphere,
respecting
the

the

Djiboutian

limitations
Ministry

of

imposed

by

Health

for

personal protection and social distancing.
During the ceremony, the Director General
expressed

his

gratitude

to

the

Italian

Contingent and thanked him for his closeness
and interest in the disabled people
of Djibouti. The activity is one of
the

quick

impact

projects

that

the operators of the Multinational
CIMIC Group plan and develop in
the operating theaters in which they
are deployed. The development of
this project has made it possible
to

establish

and

maintain

an

effective link not only with local
authorities but also with part of
the population which, for various
reasons, is considered vulnerable.

CIMIC ACTIVITIES IN SOMALIA CONTINUE

T

NATO CIMIC FIELD AND STAFF WORKER COURSES COMPLETED
Somalia, November.

Motta di Livenza, November 20.

F

he past 100 days have been particularly

particularly disadvantaged as indicated by

intense for the European contingent

the "District Commissioners", but also in the

in

B.

suburban areas recently freed from the grip of

Fabiano Zinzone assuming command at the

Al-Shabaab thanks to the intervention of the

beginning of August of the European Union

SNA, the Somali Army soldiers whose training

Training Mission (EUTM). General Zinzone,

is one of the main tasks of the EUTM mission.

The aim of the courses was to enable 32 participants from all

Lastly, EUTM-S CIMIC stepped up its endeavors

armed forces to carry out tasks related to the planning and conduct

Somalia

following

General

being a CIMIC expert due to his past as
MNCG Commander, implemented multiple

rom

9th

CIMIC

Group

specialized

conducted

to

the

in

20th

November

(MNCG),

the

civil-military

NATO

CIMIC

(CIMIC),

aimed

at

recovering

and

the world. These include

and

Staff

of

worker

CIMIC

activities

operational

structure

of

to

courses.

scenarios.

the

course,

comply

with

provisions

reduction

in

from

for

CoViD-19

contagion, allowed students to
carry out the first two modules
through

e-learning

and

the

residential phase in Motta di Livenza.
Participants

year but also to triple the number of projects

policy,

planned for 2021. All this to the benefit of the

cultural

the capital, with particular attention to those

organized

the

to realize the projects planned for the current

received

lectures

communication
awareness

skills,

and

connecting

cooperation,

government

di Livenza (TV), who did their utmost not only

by

from

planned

from the Multinational CIMIC Group of Motta

courses

unit

The

made possible thanks to the work of specialists

Somali population not only in all the districts of

Multinational

combined

modern

women and minority rights in the pursuit

the

and

part

the focused on essential support for the civil
of tailored projects oriented to increase
involving
various
delicate
limitations
imposed
by
the
Covid-19 environment,
women’s participations in the labor market
pandemic, in support of the local population. sectors of Somali society that have particular
and improving intervention strategies in
shortcomings: health, nutrition, education,
In the last quarter, the EUTM-S CIMIC Cell
the prevention of gender-based violence.
the prison system, agriculture and minority
intensified its efforts to implement projects
rights. The realization of these activities was
Team

joint

Field

to provide a substantial contribution to somali

interventions of Civil Military Cooperation

2020,

on
NATO

CIMIC
Cross

engagement

doctrine
Cutting

with

the

and
Topics,
media.

Dr.

different
Viviana

parts

of

Premazzi,

Director of Global Mindset
Development, Dr. Elisabeth
Koek,

Human

Rights

& Humanitarian Protection Specialist, Dr. Federica Nogarotto of
Medicines Sans Frontiers, Dr. Rita Petrilli, Senior Legal Expert of the
Italian Association for Cooperation and Development, Professor
Giovanni Parigi, political expert and professor of Arab culture at the
University of Milan and Dr. Caterina Pino, expert in Human Affairs.
The residential phase focused on an exercise based on a scenario
related to the horn of Africa, one of the operational theaters in which the
Multinational CIMIC Group operators
are deployed. The activity, based
on a complex crisis of a failed state,
involved civil, religious and cultural
associations of the Treviso Province,
as role players in order in order to have

During the training modules several guest speakers of International,

an educational output closer to the

Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations supported the

reality of operational environments.

MNCG FOR THE HEALTH OF KOSOVARS

SOLAR PANELS FOR PUBLIC LIGHTING

Kosovo, December.

Lebanon, November, .

I

D

The project aims to reduce consumption and

from KFOR's Regional Command West to

produce clean energy; in fact the lighting is

family medicine centers in the municipalities of

powered by solar panels. During the same

Kacanik and Helez Han in southeastern Kosovo.

event the donation of 75 waste collection bins

The initiative is intended to increase the

to critical factors, in particular for the part

allies

efficiency

n recent weeks, Multinational CIMIC Group
(MNCG) operators, part of the JTF-L SW
CIMIC cell, have opened the completion of

the works related to the new public lighting.

was also made. The ceremony took place in the
presence of the Mayor of Mazraat al Mushrif
and part of the city council. These two projects
were developed as part of the Quick Impact
Projects (QIP) that the CIMIC cell carries
out for the benefit of the local population.
The

authorities

strongly

thanked

the

MNCG operators for their commitment and
ongoing links with the Lebanese people.

igital

electrocardiographs,

The project, funded by the Ministry of Defence,

There are numerous activities conducted

defibrillators,

oxygenators

and

was completed by the operators of the

throughout Kosovo by the NATO mission,

electromedical

Multinational CIMIC Group working in the West

in

devices have been donated by CIMIC operators

Regional Command of the NATO KFOR mission.

support of the local response to Covid-19.

The initiative stems from careful evaluations

Italy is the second contributing country

carried out by CIMIC operators who, through

after the United States to the KFOR mission,

assessments aimed at identifying gaps related

and is committed together with the other

numerous

CIMIC

partners

also

operators,

to

in

impartially

related to the "health" factor, have evaluated the

assist the institutions in Kosovo in certain

than

45,000

development of the mentioned Quick Impact

areas

inhabitants of two of the municipalities most

Project (QIP) and completed in recent weeks.

to

facilities

and

by

provide

care

the

particular

that

health

of

other

the

more

affected by the second wave of Covid-19.

such

as

health

and

education.

LIAISON WITH NON-MILITARY ACTORS

CIMIC AGAINST COVID-19

Djibuti, November, 2020.

Lebanon, November.

I

n recent weeks, Multinational CIMIC Group
(MNCG) Operators have donated 1 diagnostic
tool and 200 tampons kits to Bint Jubayl

health facilities. The ceremony took place
with the presence of Gen. B. Andrea Di Stasio,
Commander of the JTFL-SW, the Mayor of Bint
Jubayl and some members of the Council of
the Municipality. This project was developed

to reduce the risk of Covid-19 infection.
The authorities present strongly thanked the
national contingent for their commitment
and commitment to the Lebanese people.
The project is part of the main activities
developed

within

the

CIMIC

operational

function by MNCG Operators, namely support
for non-military actors and their environment.

I

n recent weeks, the CIMIC cell,

hit by serious fire and to identify fields of

the operators of the Multinational

operating throughout the Italian

mutual intervention. The Commander

CIMIC Group (MNCG) put in place

military

(BMIS),

of the Fire Brigades, as well as

with the non-military actors present

has met with the Commander of

National Director of Civil Protection,

in a given operational scenario. This

the Djibouti State Fire Brigade, Col.

said he was satisfied in collaborating

liaison activity is essential to involve

Mahamoud Moussa Mahamoud, at the

with

the non-military actors themselves

support

base

Fire Station located in the same capital.

the

Italian

contingent.

One of the core functions of the

The purpose of the meeting was to

CIMIC operational function is the

agree on guidelines in case BMIS was

liaison, that is, the connection that

in

the

organizing

processes
and

of

planning,

developing

socio-

economic or infrastructural projects
for the benefit of the local population.

ADVANCED CIMIC TRAINING COMPLETED

Dr. Marco Bassetti, communication expert

the Moodle Armed Force platform, which

and Dr. Stefano Zannini, Professor at LUISS

allowed students from all over the world

University, delivered a lecture as guest speakers.

to be able to connect and interact with the

Nowadays CIMIC operators are employed in

Motta di Livenza, November 27.

I

n

recent

"Liaison"

The training module, based on an in-depth

to operate and this allows to obtain a virtuous

analysis of the professional profile, objectives

cycle of teaching: to carry out in operation what

and responsibilities of the CIMIC Liaison

has been studied in the classroom and teach

Officer, was conducted by providing insights

The course, conducted from 23 to 27 November

in the classroom what is learned in operation

related to communication skills, mediation

previous

2020, took place entirely online, thanks to

to offer a training perfectly in line with current,

aspects related to a given cultural context

experience and knowledge in the CIMIC

the Moodle Armed Force platform, which

changing and complex operational scenarios.

and providing "field experience" modules

sector has ended. The primary objective

allowed students from all over the world

of the course was to increase the skills

to be able to connect and interact with the

previously

instructors of the Multinational CIMIC Group.

to

the

crisis areas where the Armed Forces are called

course,

dedicated

days

instructors of the Multinational CIMIC Group.

students

acquired

and

with

increase

them

with additional training modules to operate
profitably

in

those

multinational

and

multidimensional contexts that characterize
the current operational scenarios of NATO.

The Multinational CIMIC Group, which includes,
among the contributing nations, beyond
Italy, Greece, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia

The training module, based on an in-depth

and Hungary, today represents a real pole of

analysis of the professional profile, objectives

excellence for the training of operators acting in

and responsibilities of the CIMIC Liaison

the delicate sector of civil-military cooperation.

Officer, was conducted by providing insights

In recent days the "Liaison" course, dedicated

related to communication skills, mediation
aspects related to a given cultural context

more generally, the communication processes
developed

the

represented.

Course",

carried

knowledge in the CIMIC sector has ended. The

also involved in a series of role-playing games

cycle of teaching: to carry out in operation what

more generally, the communication processes

has been studied in the classroom and teach

developed

in the classroom what is learned in operation

in

the

context

represented.

Course",

carried

years by CIMIC operators. The students were

students, including civilians and military.

them with additional training modul

students, including civilians and military.

also involved in a series of role-playing games

During the course, Dr. Michael Pillinger,

operate profitably in those multinational and

methods of exercise of specific roles and,

speakers.

methods of exercise of specific roles and,

entirely in English, allowed to qualify 34

the

guest

to operate and this allows to obtain a virtuous

dynamics,

the skills previously acquired and increase

dynamics,

as

the

interpersonal

entirely in English, allowed to qualify 34

interpersonal

lecture

experiences,

with the sharing of expertise gained over the

experiences,

a

crisis areas where the Armed Forces are called

The

multidimensional contexts that characterize

delivered

order to allow a subsequent analysis of the

primary objective of the course was to increase

member of the International Organization

Stefano Zannini, Professor at LUISS University,
Nowadays CIMIC operators are employed in

out

es to

Marco Bassetti, communication expert and Dr.

and syndicate consolidating the lessons in

The

order to allow a subsequent analysis of the

Liaison

context

years by CIMIC operators. The students were

and providing "field experience" modules

and syndicate consolidating the lessons in

"CIMIC

in

to students with previous experience and

with the sharing of expertise gained over the

"CIMIC

Liaison

out

During the course, Dr. Michael Pillinger,
member of the International Organization

for Migration, Dr. Zain Tayyeb, Humanitarian

the current operational scenarios of NATO.

Affairs Officer of the United Nations Office

The course, conducted from 23 to 27 November

Affairs Officer of the United Nations Office for

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs,

2020, took place entirely online, thanks to

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Dr.

for Migration, Dr. Zain Tayyeb, Humanitarian

to offer a training perfectly in line with current,
changing and complex operational scenarios.
The Multinational CIMIC Group, which includes,
among the contributing nations, beyond
Italy, Greece, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia
and Hungary, today represents a real pole of
excellence for the training of operators acting in
the delicate sector of civil-military cooperation.

MNCG IN EXERCISE JUJA 2020

KFOR: DONATION OF LAPTOPS
CIMIC Specialists planned and conducted a project to support the Kosovar Ministry of Education

Lago Patria, December 11.

F

rom 30th November to 11th December

Covid-19 and partially reduced in order to

2020, an asset of the Multinational CIMIC

optimize

Group (MNCG) conducted phase 3 of the

The final phase of the EXE STJUJA20, initially

Steadfast Jupiter Jackal 20 (STJUJA20) exercise
at the Joint Force Command in Naples.

the

didactic-training

Kosovo, December.

I

n recent weeks, CIMIC operators, as

objectives.

part of Regional Command West,
have completed a donation of 34

laptops to the Ministry of Education,

planned to be carried out at the Joint Warfare

contributing

Center in Stavanger (Norway), has undergone

to

the

development

of

distance learning for schools in Kosovo.

not

a functional remodeling to the pandemic

stop an important exercise of the Atlantic

evolution, turning into a battle staff exercise

Thanks

Alliance

carried

in which the MNCG staff is been engaged, as

will have a tool for recording video

out in compliance with the provisions for

Exercise Control (EXCON) and Response Cell.

lessons

the containment of the contagion from

The CIMIC Task Force exercised on a current

The

epidemiological
which

was

emergency
nevertheless

did

aimed at preparing the package of forces for the
NRF 21 (NATO Response Force) requirement.
The NRF package made available to NATO by
operators that can be readily deployed to meet
the operational needs of the Atlantic Alliance.
The task organization is a CIMIC Group Minus,
the notice to move is 30 days and it will be
certified as "ready for use" on next December.
During the exercise, the Commander of

the

and

donation,
streaming

teachers
teaching,

reducing the possibility of contagion

scenario, in line with the training objectives

the Multinational CIMIC Group, is a set of CIMIC

to

the MNCG, Colonel Mattia Zuzzi, visited the
personnel in business by going personally
with the Command Senior Enlisted Leader,
CWO

Fabio

Peroni,

complimenting

the

commitment shown in all phases of the
exercise and to offer suggestions thanks to its
experience in the CIMIC operational function.

related
COM

to

the

KFOR,

study

Major

in

presence.

General

Michele

Risi, was the most important military
authority

during

the

ceremony.

In recent weeks, the CIMIC team has carried
out numerous projects for all communities
living in the western region of Kosovo.
The

assistance

activities

mainly

concerned young people and the fight

against Covid19, through the sanitization
of school facilities and the donation
of
The

personal
NATO

protective

KFOR

equipment.

mission

has

been

operating since 1999 in accordance with
the mandate of UN Resolution 1244 to
contribute to the security and freedom
of movement of all citizens in Kosovo,
impartially assisting the development
of

all

institutions

and

communities.

ON SITE LANGUAGE TRAINING COMPLETED

CIMIC OPERATORS FOR THE YOUTH

MNCG implemented language skills amongst its operators

CIMIC Specialists donated a wheelchair to the orphanage of the Djiboutian Capital

Motta di Livenza, December.

F

rom 19 October to 27 November 2020

as an added and fundamental value so

the English course held at the Hall of

that

Nations of the Mario Fiore Barracks

dynamically in the operational scenarios

took place. The course aimed to increase

in which the Armed Forces are employed.

the

language

skills

of

CIMIC

operators

who often find themselves operating in
multinational contexts, where the skills of
civil-military

cooperation

specialists

must

necessarily be supported by language skills.
The course, conducted with the support of
the Ergon Academy and the Italian Army's
School

of

Foreign

Languages, qualified
10

students,

including
and

NCOs

volunteers

permanent

in

service.

Since its fundation,
the

MNCG

has

always

aimed

the

polyglotism

of

its

at

operators

they

can

operate

effectively

and

In fact, among CIMIC specialists there are
peculiar skills in Arabic, French, Russian,
Greek, Serbian and Albanian that allow the
unit to have a pool of skills and competences
adaptable

to

international

commitments

in which operators are called to intervene.
The

course

took

place in compliance
with

ministerial

re q u i re m e n t s
regarding

the

containment
COVID-19

of

contagion.

Djibuti, December.

I

n

recent

weeks,

Multinational

CIMIC

for its closeness and interest in the children

Group operators, as part of the civil-

of the orphanage. The project is one of the

military cooperation cell of the Italian

quick

impact

projects

that

Multinational

Military Support Base (BMIS), have donated

CIMIC Group operators plan and lead in

one wheelchair to the "Daryel Poupponier"

favor of the local population when deployed

orphanage

in

located

in

the

capital.

The director thanked the Italian delegation

operational

scenarios

in

which

the

Armed Forces are called upon to intervene.
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